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Communication:

On June 16, 2009 the Kenora Catholic Board passed a balanced budget for the 2009-2010 school year.

“While this year provided some challenges, we were very pleased to be able to balance the budget without any staff redundancies or
cuts to student programs.” Director of Education, Phyllis Eikre commented. “Funding was reduced by the Ministry of Education in the
areas of textbooks & supplies, computers and professional development, however we see this as an opportunity for our system to
consolidate learning in the classroom through job embedded learning.”

“We have many exciting programs represented by this budget. Through creative partnerships with organizations like Confederation
College, Northern Ontario Heritage Fund and Lambton College, we are able to push forward with some incredible opportunities for
student learning, such as the Multi-Skills Training Centre of Excellence, School College Work Initiative, and Specialist High Skills Majors in
Construction and Hospitality and Tourism,” comments Assistant to the Director, Murray Delorme.

“We were fortunate to receive timely information on the Grant for Student Needs as well as early release on other project grants from
the Ministry of Education that are normally announced throughout the year. Where board initiatives line up with Ministry projects, we
have been able to use these project funds to ensure the continuity of creative and innovative programming to support student learning,”
comments Superintendent of Administrative Services, Erica Bailey.

The $18,348,935 budget includes an increase of $726,000 in Grants for Student Needs funding, which is 4.2% over 2008-2009 funding and
$402,000 in special project grants. Given the Provincial Discussion Table (PDT) obligations and increases in utility rates, this required
administration to take a closer look at some budget lines and look for opportunities for cost sharing. While no significant changes were
made, the board anticipates next year will be more challenging given the current economic climate.
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Phyllis Eikre ‘ Darryl Michaluk
Director of Education Chair of the Board

Please include this communication within your announcements today.
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