School Council Minutes
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 2011
7:00 P.M. – SMB School Grade 6 Classroom
Attendance: Mary Duda, Charlotte Caron, Carlos Silva, Nicole Kurtz, Melanie Kozak, Susan Sharp, Mike Corp, Linda Boivin, Laurel Snyder, Kathryn Makl

1. Prayer - C. Silva 
2. Confirmation of Minutes of the Sept. 21st  Meeting
Moved: Kathryn, 2nd: Susan Approved
3. Approval of Agenda with the following change: 
Moved: Kathryn, 2nd: Susan Approved
4. Treasurer’s Report – Sent by Lori Chosen

Bank account balances as at Sept. 30, 2011

Chequing:
$6319.25

Lottery:
$3601.68

Savings:
$864.21

Credit Union Shares:
$102.92

Transferred $3,500 from lottery to chequing account to offset school trips for 2010/11

Still have $80.50 unaccounted for from Sept. hot meals, missing remittance forms

Lori also indicated she would like to continue as treasurer and hopes to be well enough to attend the November meeting.  

5. Teacher’s Report: L. Boivin
A student council has been elected at SMB.  This group will work with the spirit committee.  The first event they will be holding is a Halloween dance for SK to Grade 6 from 2:40 to 3:15 in the afternoon.  There will be prizes for the best costumes.  They want to fund raise to replace the paper towel dispensers in the bathrooms with air dryers.  They may look to Parent Council for support.
The funding request form has been sent to all teachers with a short explanation about the process.  Linda will also review with the teachers the use of the $100 provided to the teacher’s twice a year by parent council, the money is for student activities and not supplies.  

There are 2 new smart boards in the school.  Work sessions are open to all staff to help them use the smart boards and learn and get experience before getting one in their classroom.

Carrying on from the literacy coach last year a teacher has volunteered to coordinate a “Daily 5” program.  There is also a proposal for Primary and Junior literacy teams.

An online parent resource for French grammar is ‘bonpatron.com’.
The Christmas concert is scheduled for Dec. 20.  A split concert is under discussion (primary / junior) as the gym cannot accommodate the numbers.  There will be a decision at the next staff meeting.

Voluntary French Reading / Writing Club organized by Mme. Kett has started on Mondays after school.

Teachers asked about the use of student pictures on facebook.  With the exception of two pictures for which parental permission was given all pictures posted came from the school so waivers should be on file.  Note: since the meeting a parent complained that the waiver did not cover facebook so we just won’t bother with pictures anymore.  Parents are free to post pictures of their own children on the page.

6. Principal’s Report – C. Silva
Thank you to Bruce Graham for obtaining an AED (Automated External Defibrillator) for SMB.  It has been installed in the hall by the gym.  

Invoices have been submitted for the Parents Reaching Out Grant.

216 burgers have been ordered for the BDO drive away hunger campaign.

COPA French Organization in the North coordinator is coming for two weeks in Nov/Dec, will be giving presentations on self esteem, bullying and rights.

Playground Updated:  the $5,000 has been added to the capital plan for work as approved in 2006.  Need to get the plans and quotes together ASAP.

7. School Council Items: 
a. Mike Corp – School Safety Program: Mike presented information about the School Safety Program for children riding school buses.  The CAA has a training program for students to provide bus patrol.  Students would be trained by the OPP.  Dave Cain (OPP) would like to train the kids to patrol and provide on-going management of the program.  CAA provides kits for patrollers (vests, awards).  Suggestion was made to approach grade 7&8 kids to see if they might be interested.  Still need to approach the bus consortium to see if they are interested.  Mike hopes to provide more info at the next meeting. 
b. Book Fair: Approx. $2600 in sales, $1150 profit in credit.  About 30% higher attendance than in 2009.  The credit will be given to the library.

c. Hot Meals:  $200 in orders for Oct., no paper orders are accepted, only online, way too difficult to manage paper orders.  Alternatives such as having a friend do or completing at the school will be sent in a homenote.
d. Christmas Baking Raffle: Melanie Kozak has graciously offered to coordinate this year.  Please volunteer to help her in any way you can! 
e. Communications: The hotmeals site and broadcast email system seem to be working well.  The facebook page has 46 weekly active users and 70 monthly active users. Is it possible to have guest wifi access at the school? Carlos will follow up on this.
f. Student Elections:  A number of parents brought forth concerns about the recent elections and the candidates giving out candy, note pads, lip balm etc. to “Buy Votes”.  The teachers were surprised that it happened and were concerned about it as well.  Linda will follow up with the teachers re: guidelines for next year.

g. Science North:  Opportunity for ½ price for school programs for the January session.  Budget request and vote for Nov. Meeting.

h. Oak Hammock March:  SMB has been sponsored for three sessions Dec. 14.
8. 2011-2012 Budget:
A motion to accept the draft budget was moved by Laurel and seconded by Susan.  The vote will occur at the next meeting (Nov.) 

9. Educational Issues: 

M. Silva is organizing to have Mary Cunningham, Maria Froese, Estelle Cantera and Jacquie Duhaime present and answer questions. M. Silva will notify us of the date.  Our Parent Council Meeting will be held after the presentations.
10. Support Staff:  The issue was raised that support staff (Office, Library EA’s) may be maxed out with the growing enrolment of the school.  How does the board allocate these resources?  M. Silva explained that some of them are allocated based on a formula similar to teachers.  We are probably just on the line for office staff, the Librarian is .6 time and the custodians are 2 full time and we have a ¼ time vice principal.
11. Next meeting: Nov. 16 and to be coordinated with speakers. 
12. Adjourn: Moved by Laurel
Minutes: Recorded by Mary Duda
