School Council Minutes
Wednesday, Sept. 21, 2011
7:00 P.M. – SMB School Grade 6 Classroom
Attendance: Mary Duda, Charlotte Caron, Carlos Silva, Kathryn Makl, Rhonda Diamond, Mary Corp, Sherrie Marion, Liz Montero, Joan Tod, Nicole Kurtz, Linda Boivin, Susan Sharp, Angela Boucha, Shannon Wiebe, Melanie Kozak
1. Prayer - C. Silva 
2. Confirmation of Minutes of the June15th Meeting
Deferred, no attendees from the meeting present to move the motion
3. Approval of Agenda with the following change: Add 7 f) playground
Moved: Kathryn, 2nd: Sherrie
4. Treasurer’s Report – Deferred as Lori is injured, Get Well Soon!  No real change in Financials since June other than previously approved items paid for.
5. Teacher’s Report: L. Boivin
Mlle. Cain is the ½ time phys. ed.  Teacher and is overhauling all the gym equipment. Sorting and organizing

The Terry Fox run will be done by individual classes with children asked to bring a Loonie.  There will be a pie throwing event on Friday to raise money for Cancer research.

A student council is being organized by Mme Sewell and Mlle Bourque.  The election will be held October 6, 2011.  The executive will be made up of 5/6 students while the 3/4' s will have class reps.  

The Cross Country run will be held Oct. 4 for juniors (4/5/6) Location and details to come.

There will be a Grade 6 soccer tournament for the Catholic Board Sept. 29

School photos are Oct. 5 and 6

Are there enough book bags for the SK’s?  Mary and Angela to follow up and distribute to SK’s.
6. Principal’s Report – C. Silva
The theme this year for Catholic Education week is “Walking in the Light of Christ”.  Forms were distributed as what does ‘Walking in the Light of Christ’ mean to you.  
There will be a donation box at the front of the school for non-perishable food items around Thanksgiving.  BDO and Farm Credit are collecting food to help fight hunger in rural Canada.  In Kenora the items are being directed to the Fellowship Center.  
Most teachers will send homenotes encouraging parents to read at home with their children. This is a priority initiative.  

Thank you to Bruce Graham for obtaining an AED (Automated External Defibrillator) for SMB.  It will be installed in the main hall by the office.  

There will be a smart board or ceiling mounted projector in all classrooms this year.  

There are 2 portables this year, one for Grade 4 and one for Grade 5.

SMB has over 300 students this year!

New Staff:  Grade 1 – Mlle Bryck
Grade 1 – Mlle Nabb/Mme Cain split, J. Duhaime is ½ with a board position working on the Common European Framework of Reference.  This is an initiative to encourage students to use French.  It will be rolled out to the teachers.

Our new ½ time V.P. is Nicole Kurtz.  She will be at SMB in the afternoons or when Carlos is away…Welcome Nicole!

EQAO results presentation, SMB scored very well.  Of particular note last year’s Grade 6’s achieved 100% in reading.  This means all of the graduates from SMB last year read at or above the provincial level.  Way to go!! M. Silva went to T.A. to congratulate the students. 

There is no longer a literacy coach for the board.  This is due to provincial cut backs and applies to all boards.

There has been a request made for an addition to SMB.  We may hear in the spring of 2012.  PJPII is now full which may help in obtaining the addition for SMB.

It looks very likely that the Pinecrest Community Club and property will be turned over to the board.  The board has agreed to keep the skating rink, unfortunately the club house is in too bad of shape to salvage.  The additional property would provide area for an addition to SMB.

7. School Council Items: 
a. Bookfair & BBQ Schedule & Volunteer Request: Sept. 28 
Due to injury our coordinator(s) are not available!  Angela Boucha has graciously offered to assist with the bookfair.  Volunteers are still needed.  Charlotte will get a schedule together for Angela.   Mary is coordinating the BBQ.  A home note just went out looking for volunteers. 

b. Executive: We are still looking for a Secretary if anyone is interested please contact Mary (duda@kmts.ca), Charlotte (cecaron@bell.net) or M. Silva. 

c. Class Reps:  Some classes do not have class reps.  If your child’s class does not have a class rep. the class will not be participating in hot meals.
d. Hot Meals:  We will be going ahead with hot meals this year.  Mary has agreed to coordinate the program as it appears there is a core group of volunteers to man the kitchen.  A description of the various duties for head chef, helper and shopper was discussed for interested new hot meal people.  All ordering will be done online.  The following suggestions were made; see if it is possible to get the T.A. parenting class to babysit so moms with little ones at home can help; get disposable bowls with lids to send to the portables, as delivery is problematic.  Subway pricing is increasing by $.25, we will have to evaluate if there is still interest.  Karen Redden will work with the teachers to familiarize them with the online ordering.  Angela Boucha and Liz Montero will serve pumpkin pie on Oct. 7th 
e. Fall Fund Raiser: Angela Boucha will coordinate the Mom’s Pantry and QSP magazine sale this year.  Thank you Angela! 
f. Playground: The playground committee has a plan for an outdoor classroom / play area.  Awaiting confirmation of funding from M. Silva.  Suggestion that the T.A. carpentry class could be approached to build it. 
8. 2011-2012 Budget:
A draft budget was distributed.  It will be reviewed at the Oct. meeting.  The purpose of having a budget is to approve items that we sponsor every year so as to not take meeting time to approve them throughout the year.  It was also to set priorities for fund raising.  M. Silva’s suggestion for consideration would be a retractable basketball net for the gym. 

9. Educational Issues: 

This is a new standing agenda item for 2011-2012.  Parents have expressed an interest in having education topics such as benchmarking, resources and help for special needs discussed at the meetings.  M. Silva will try to arrange an evening presentation in November, around the time of the progress reports, by some of the board staff, focusing on benchmarking and literacy resources. 
10. Next meeting: October 19th 
11. Adjourn: Moved by Kathryn
Minutes: Recorded by Mary Duda
