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Principal’s Message 
 
 

 
 

Dear Students and Parents, 
 

As principal of St. Thomas Aquinas High School, it gives me great pleasure to extend 
a very warm welcome to all of our new and returning students, staff and our greater 
community. 
 
Our goal is to develop a community of lifelong learners and future leaders. We 
provide our students with a caring and nurturing learning environment that is value 
based.  The curriculum incorporates the Catholic Graduate Expectations which provide 
the Catholic perspective in all subject areas. 
 
It is in the spirit of meeting the Catholic Graduate Expectations that I invite all 
parents/guardians to partner with our students in helping to pave the path to what I 
believe are the endless new horizons of greater student achievement.  Our school 
provides all of our students with a multitude of career pathways that lead to 
workplace, college, apprenticeship and university programs.  Careful selection of 
courses based on student interest and future career requirements is key to ensuring 
that all students achieve their full potential.  Many of our programs have been 
developed in partnership with other educational institutions.  Through these 
partnerships, we are able to provide many experiential learning opportunities for our 
students to ensure their career choices truly reflect their interests. 
 
Best of luck in your faith journey and educational career choices. 
 
 
 
Paul White        Bob Valentini 
Principal Vice Principal 
 
 
 
ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS 
 

The graduate of the Catholic School is expected to be: 

• A discerning believer formed in the Catholic faith community 

• An effective communicator 

• A reflective and creative thinker 

• A self-directed, life-long learner 

• A collaborative contributor 

• A caring family member 

• A responsible citizen 

 (* Developed by the Institute for Catholic Education) 
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Our Mission, Vision, and Values 
 

 

 

 

BOARD MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a Roman Catholic School System dedicated to excellence in education, the 

Christian formation of youth and strong partnerships with parents and the Church. 

 

OUR VISION 
 
We are a community called by Christ striving for excellence in education. 
 

SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 

 
St. Thomas Aquinas High School is a Catholic community committed to excellence in 
life long learning.  Success for all will be achieved by educating students’ minds, 
bodies, and souls through teaching respect, responsibility and Christian values. 
 
OUR VALUES:  Reflecting on the Body of Christ  
 
A Compassionate Eye: We endeavour to emulate Christ's kindness and caring to all. 

An Honest Tongue: We are honest in our words and actions. 

A Forgiving Heart: We strive to forgive and forget. 

A Respectful Nature: We respect all of God's creation. 

A Faithful Soul: We believe and practice the teachings of Christ. 

Responsibility: We are accountable for our words and actions. 

A Mind for Excellence: We believe that we can accomplish anything leaning on the 

rock of Christ. 

A Spirit of Integrity: We act justly, letting strong morals guide us. 

Dedicated hands: We believe that our devotion and determination will lead to 

excellence. 

Walk with Courage: We accept challenges and get positive change. 

Serving the Whole Person: We are committed to providing for all our students needs. 
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Code of Behaviour / Discipline 
 

 

 

This is what the Lord 

Asks of you 

Only this 

To act justly 

To love tenderly 

And to walk humbly 

With your God. 

 

Micah 6:8 

 

The Catholic school exists only by virtue of its adherence to a specific faith and only lives by an 
active participation in the tenets of that faith.  In a Catholic school all students and staff are 
expected to share actively in this basic belief.  Our intent is to provide a community where 
Catholic Christian values are respected both in theory and practice.  Thus the total environment 
of the school is one in which students and staff will experience the benefits of living in a 
genuine Christian community where respect, love, faith and equality are practiced.  We 
welcome students who accept the challenge and commitment of Catholic education. 
 
A code of conduct is essential to the harmonious operation of St. Thomas Aquinas High School.  
Rules permit us to proceed with the very serious business of learning with as few problems and 
interruptions as possible. 
 
The Ministry of Education has passed a Code of Conduct for schools and the Kenora Catholic 
District School Board has passed a Safe Schools Policy.  These documents can be viewed at the 
Kenora Catholic District School Board office, or at the St. Thomas Aquinas High School office.  
These policies will be followed by all administration and staff. 
 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF STUDENTS 
 
1. STUDENT EFFORT: 
All students are responsible for making a strong, consistent effort in their studies. 
 
a) It is expected that all students will participate in daily learning activities and will complete 

assignments to the best of their ability. 
b)  Students with difficulties in their studies are encouraged to seek help from their teachers or 

other staff members, either directly or through their parents. 
 
2.   RELIGIOUS PARTICIPATION: 
All students are expected to participate in the religious life of the school.  Students are 
expected to participate in the various religious activities throughout the year as outlined below: 
 
a) Students will respect the Catholic nature of the school. 
b)  Eucharistic celebrations - all special occasion liturgical celebrations that are appropriate for 

the entire student body and staff members. 
c) Classroom celebrations - liturgical celebrations designed and planned by individual 

classrooms to further the students’ religious experiences and commitment. 
d)  Sacrament of Reconciliation - this sacrament is scheduled several times throughout the 

year; usually following the liturgical calendar, in order to provide students with the 
opportunity to participate. 

 
NOTE:  Non-Catholic students are expected to participate in all religious activities and  
celebrations, but are not obligated to receive the sacrament related to the activity. 
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e) Theological Instruction - the academic program includes courses in Catholic theology.  

These courses encourage students to appreciate more fully the religious commitment which 
is an integral part of being a Christian.  Grade 11 students study World Religions 
(HRT3M/HRF3O) and Grade 12 students study Religious Education (HRE4M/HRE4O) 
and/or Philosophy - Questions and Theories (HZT4U).  These courses cover a broad 
spectrum of topics appropriate to the needs of maturing young adults. 

 
CONSEQUENCES: 
Any student who exhibits a reluctance to participate in, and practice, the religious dimension of 
the school life will be required to discuss this position with the principal.  At such time, in 
conjunction with the parent, a decision will be made in terms of the feasibility of the student 
continuing as a member of St. Thomas Aquinas High School. 

 
3.   RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY: 
Students agree to accept from the school, discipline as exercised by a kind, firm and judicious 
parent. 
 
All students are expected to show respect for authority. Throughout your school life you will 
have to respect the authority of people who, because of their position, have been given the 
authority under the Education Act to impose certain requirements on you for academic 
diligence and proper behavior.  The teaching staff, the secretarial, and the custodial staff all 
work diligently and conscientiously to make your years at school happy and profitable. They 
deserve courtesy, consideration and respect. 
Students are: 
a)  expected to comply with the rules of the school and with the expectations of teachers; 
b)   expected to be honest, courteous, respectful and cooperative at all times; 
c)   expected to use appropriate language toward staff members and fellow students; 
d)   expected to be prepared for class by completing assignments and having the required 

materials ready for each and every class. 
 
CONSEQUENCES: 
a)   Home contact - teachers will contact students' parents if academic performance or behavior 

is less than satisfactory. 
b)   Parent-teacher-student interview designed to modify the behavior. 
c)   Suspension of privileges - school dances, etc. 
d)   If, after all of the above have failed to bring about positive change in a student’s behavior, 

a suspension from school will be imposed. 
e)  The infractions for which a suspension may be imposed by the principal include: 
• uttering a threat to inflict serious bodily harm on another person 
• possessing alcohol, illegal or restricted drugs 
• being under the influence of alcohol 
• swearing at a teacher, or at another person in a position of authority 
• committing an act of vandalism that causes extensive damage to school property at the 

pupil’s school or to property located on the premises of the pupil’s school 
• bullying 
• any act considered by the principal to be injurious to the moral tone of the school 
• any act considered by the principal to be injurious to the physical or mental well-being of 

members of the school community 
• any act considered by the principal to be contrary to the Board or school Code of Conduct 
f)   If a student refuses to follow school rules or to comply with disciplinary action, the matter 

will be treated as a serious infraction. 
g)   If the student and his/her parents disagree with the disciplinary actions of a school 

representative, the student (or parent) should contact the school.  It is recommended that 
the student (or parent) use the following progression to deal with the matter: 

 1)  discuss the matter with the staff member concerned; 
2)  if the matter cannot be resolved with the staff member, then the student (or parent) 

should talk to the Principal or Vice-Principal of the school;                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
3)  if the matter is still not resolved, the parent may then contact the Director of Education 

at the school board office.                                                                                                                                                
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4.  RESPECT FOR SELF AND OTHERS: 
You are called to respect the health of your body, the alertness of your mind, and the dignity 
and sanctity that is yours as a person created and loved by God.  Before you can respect other 
people or other people's authority or property, you must have respect for yourself.  You will be 
treated in this school as an individual, as a child of God with personal dignity and a right to 
respect from other people.  Physical, verbal, or psychological assault, and discrimination on the 
basis of race, culture, religion, gender, language or any other attribute, are not compatible with 
the dignity we give to one another as members of our Catholic school community.   

Responsibility creates a community of respectful individuals. All through life you must decide 
how to act.  It is not always easy to make responsible choices, especially if someone else is not 
being responsible.  It is important to remember that you are in charge of yourself.  You can do 
what is right. 
 
Students are expected to show respect for themselves and others. Students are expected to be 
courteous and considerate in their dealings with others.  Physical and or verbal harassment will 
not be tolerated.  Fighting or bullying other students is not an acceptable, nor an intelligent 
way of dealing with interpersonal relationships.  The way to self esteem is through esteem for 
others. 

 
Students are expected to come to school free from the influence of, or possession of alcohol or 
other mind influencing drugs.  Students are also forbidden to use such substances because 
these substances may jeopardize the safety or well-being of others and affect the reputation of 
the school. 

 
All incidents of threats or acts of violence will be acted upon by school representatives.  This 
action will follow the Board's Safe Schools Policy and could include involving the police and/or 
other community agencies. 
 
CONSEQUENCES: 
a)   harassment and/or bullying and fighting will be reported to principal/vice-principal and 

mandatory counselling, parent contact, home assignments and/or suspension may result; 
b)   infractions for which a suspension may be imposed by the principal include: 
• uttering a threat to inflict serious bodily harm on another person 
• possessing alcohol, illegal or restricted drugs 
• being under the influence of alcohol 
• swearing at a teacher, or at another person in a position of authority 
• committing an act of vandalism that causes extensive damage to school property at the 

pupil’s school or to property located on the premises of the pupil’s school 
• bullying 
• any act considered by the principal to be injurious to the moral tone of the school 
• any act considered by the principal to be injurious to the physical or mental well-being of 

members of the school community 
• any act considered by the principal to be contrary to the Board or school Code of Conduct 
 
Students who are unhappy, or troubled, are encouraged to avail themselves of counseling 
services before their internal stress results in behavior which is unacceptable. 
 
5.  RESPECT FOR PROPERTY: 
When students manifest care and consideration for property entrusted to them, it is a sign of 
maturity and self-respect.  Vandalism is a reflection of inner chaos and anger that must be 
controlled if self-discipline is to become internalized. 
 
Students are expected to treat school grounds, buildings and everything in the school with the 
same respect that they would give their personal property.  Vandalism of school property and 
damage to personal property in the school environment is unacceptable.  Students are 
expected to clean up after lunch or when they create a mess anywhere in the school. 
 
CONSEQUENCES: 
Students who vandalize school property are subject to: 
a) the cost of repair or replacement, or 
b)  suspension for a minimum of three days, or 
c)  if damage is severe, police action. 
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d) Legislation requires an immediate suspension as a penalty for acts of vandalism causing 

extensive damage to school property or property located on school premises.  
 
Students who do not clean up after themselves will be required to donate some of their time to 
assist the custodial staff with minor clean-up activities. 
 
6.   STUDENT DRESS: 
Students are expected to dress in an appropriate manner.  Clothing should be suitable for the 
various types of school activities taking place.  Clothing should be modest and should not draw 
undue attention to the wearer.  Clothing with drawings or slogans that are sexually explicit, 
racist or sexist, or which promote drugs, alcohol or violence are not appropriate for school or 
school related events.  Short t-shirts, short shorts, spaghetti straps, large chains on wallets or 
pockets, and torn jeans are not appropriate dress for school.  Headgear of any type is not 
allowed anywhere in the school building. Students are only allowed to use cell phones in the 
entranceway of the high school.  Backpacks and jackets are not allowed in class.  There are 
several occasions throughout the year when we have dress-up days.  On those days 
(announced in advance) we do not allow jeans.  Students are expected to adhere to this 
request.  Students participating on field trips or on travel days with a sports team are to 
consider those days as dress-up days. 
 
CONSEQUENCES: 
A student who is not dressed in an appropriate manner will be asked to change the 
inappropriate clothing, if possible, or go home to change. 
 
7.  ATTENDANCE 
Students are responsible for attending classes regularly and punctually. 
 
Attendance Policy 
The O.S.S. clearly identifies the expectations of the Ministry of Education and St. Thomas 
Aquinas High School as it relates to a student's attendance in credit programs at the secondary 
level: 
 
6.1 “A credit is granted in recognition of the successful completion of a course that has been 
scheduled for a minimum of 110 hours.  Credits are granted by a principal on behalf of the 
Minister of Education for courses that have been developed or approved by the ministry.  A half 
credit may be granted for each 55-hour part of a 110-hour ministry-developed course.  Half-
credit courses must comply with ministry requirements as outlined in the curriculum policy 
documents.  Partial credits may be granted for the successful completion of certain locally 
developed courses. For the purpose of granting a credit, “scheduled time” is defined as the time 
during which students participate in planned learning activities designed to lead to the 
achievement of the curriculum expectations of a course.  Planned learning activities include 
interaction between the teacher and the student and assigned individual or group work (other 
than homework) related to the achievement of the learning expectations in the course.  
Planned learning activities will be delivered through classroom instruction and activities and/or 
through community placements related to work experience and cooperative education.” 
 
6.4 “Regular attendance at school is critical for the student’s learning and achievement of 
course expectations.  To encourage regular attendance by students, schools will ensure that 
students and their parents are informed about the school’s policy on attendance through the 
school’s course calendar. 
 
Where, in the principal’s judgment, a student’s frequent absences from school are jeopardizing 
his or her successful completion of a course, school staff should meet with the student and the 
parents to explain the potential consequences of the absences, including failure to gain credits, 
and discuss steps that could be taken to improve attendance. 
 
Students of compulsory school age whose absence is reported to the school board attendance 
counsellor will have the reason for their absence investigated.” 
 
Explanation and Procedures 
Students who are on school trips (excused by the Principal) will not be marked absent.  They 
are considered in school and representing the school, therefore not absent.  Occasionally, 
parents/guardians do require that their son/daughter be absent from class for legitimate  
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reasons.  Any time an absence occurs for this reason, a note must accompany the student upon  
his/her return to school.  Students who are absent without school (principal) permission or 
parent permission are inexcusably absent in all circumstances.  Attendance must be kept by 
each teacher and reported to the office.  
 
Consequences - Grades 9 - 12 
After each absence, parents will be notified by our computerized telephone message system.  
The school cannot take responsibility for computerized phone call messages to the home that 
are not passed on to the parents. 
After 6 absences, the parents will be called by the teacher of the class involved to discuss 
attendance concerns.  
After 8 absences, the teacher of the class involved will arrange a meeting between the parents, 
the student, the teacher, and the vice-principal. 
After 12 absences, the teacher of the class involved will meet with the vice-principal to discuss 
the student's attendance and the circumstances surrounding it.  A doctor's certificate may be 
requested in cases of lengthy illness. 
After a total of 15 absences, the student will achieve much less than the required 110 hours 
and would probably not be successful in the course.  Students who are absent are responsible 
for reporting to subject teachers to receive assignments they will miss and to complete all 
assignments before the next scheduled class unless ill. 
 
Attendance Procedure 
The Education Act states that a pupil is excused from school only if he/she is unable to attend 
by reason of sickness or other unavoidable cause. 
 
All absences from school must be verified by a note from home, whether the school is aware of 
the reason for the absence or not.  This note should include: 
1.  the date on which the note was written; 
2.  the reason for the absence; 
3.  the date(s) of the absence; 
4.  signature of parent/guardian. 
 
St. Thomas Aquinas High School is now using a computerized telephoning system to report 
absences to parents.  If your child misses school, you will be contacted by the telephone 
system the same evening and will receive a recorded message.  The parents must telephone 
the school prior to 8:45 a.m. the following morning to verify the absence, or send a note as 
outlined above.  
 
8.  VIOLENCE 
Violence or the threat of violence will not be tolerated.  All acts of violence will be acted upon 
by school representatives.  This action will follow the Board's Safe Schools Policy and could 
include involving the police and/or other community agencies. 
 
Prohibited materials are not allowed at school or school sponsored events.  These materials 
include drugs, alcohol, tobacco products, weapons or articles intended for use as a weapon, 
sexually explicit material, racist or sexist material, material glorifying violence and any other 
materials prohibited by law.  Possession and use of these materials undermines the Christian 
respect and dignity everyone deserves. 
 
CONSEQUENCES: 
The Board's Safe Schools Policy will be followed. 
 
9.  INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES POLICY 
St. Thomas Aquinas High School has an Acceptable Use Policy for the use of Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICT) in the school community.  This policy is in place to protect 
students and staff as they use ICT to increase student gains.  Technology can play a very 
important role in student learning, but it can also pose some dangers and distractions.  All 
students are required to return a copy of the Acceptable Use Policy in September of each school 
year or upon enrollment, signed by both the student and the parent/guardian, to acknowledge 
understanding of the policy and the willingness to abide by the policy.  Failure to do so will 
result in the loss of user privileges (e.g., computers). 
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Terms and Definitions 
 
 

 

 
CREDITS 
A credit is granted in recognition of the successful completion of a course for which a minimum 
of 110 hours has been scheduled.  A credit is granted to a student by the principal of a 
secondary school on behalf of the Minister of Education. 
 
COURSE 
A course is a set of learning activities that enables students to attain the expectations related 
to courses that are developed from Ministry of Education and Training curriculum policy 
documents.  Courses may be given different credit values.  Multiple-credit courses may be 
developed that are based on one or more of the ministry’s curriculum policy documents. 

CREDIT RECOVERY 

Should a student be unsuccessful in a subject, credit recovery may be a possibility.* In 
consultation with the subject teacher and the credit recovery teacher, a Credit Recovery 
Learning Plan and a Credit Recovery Profile will be developed for the student. It is an 
opportunity for a student to complete unfulfilled expectations of the course. It is not a complete 
course repeat. Credit Recovery will be completed as a scheduled class in the student’s 
timetable and will be taught by the Credit Recovery Teacher. 
 

*Note: Credit Recovery is subject to approval by the Credit Recovery Team who will 
direct the student to:  
a)  repeat the whole course, or 
b)  grant placement in Credit Recovery. 
The applications for Credit Recovery will be considered prior to the start of the semester in 
which the student will take Credit Recovery. 
 
COMPULSORY COURSE 
A course that meets the requirements of a compulsory credit and that, as directed by the 
Minister, must be included in a student’s program towards the earning of a diploma. 
 
PREREQUISITE COURSE 
A course that is deemed absolutely essential for the successful understanding and completion 
of a subsequent course.  Prerequisite courses are established only by ministry curriculum policy 
documents. 
 
MATURE STUDENT 
For purposes of determining further required credits for a diploma, a mature student is defined 
as a student who is at least eighteen years of age and who has not attended day school for a 
period of at least one year. 
 
ONTARIO STUDENT RECORD FOLDER (OSR) 
The official record for a student.  Every Ontario school keeps an OSR for each student.  The 
OSR contains achievement results, credits earned and diploma requirements completed, and 
other information important to the education of the student.  Students and their parents (if the 
student is not an adult) may examine the contents of the OSR.  These records are protected by 
the Education Act and freedom of information legislation. 
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ONTARIO STUDENT TRANSCRIPT (OST) 
The Ontario Student Transcript (OST) provides an official and consistent record of the Ontario 
secondary school credit courses successfully completed by a student.  Schools are required to 
provide a complete record of students’ performance in Grade 11 and 12 courses.  Under this 
requirement, both successful and unsuccessful attempts at completing Grade 11 and 12 
courses will be recorded on the OST.  The OST will include: 
 
• all Grade 9 and 10 courses successfully completed by the student, with percentage grades 

obtained and credits earned; 
• all Grade 11 and 12 courses completed or attempted by the student, with percentage 

grades obtained and credits earned. 
 
Withdrawal from a course 
 
Grades 9 and 10 

Withdrawals from Grade 9 and 10 courses are not recorded on the OST.  Only successfully 
completed courses are recorded on the OST. 
 
Grades 11 and 12 

If a student (including a student with a completed Individual Education Plan) withdraws from a 
Grade 11 or 12 course within five instructional days following the issue of the mid-term 
provincial report card in a semestered or a non-semestered school, the withdrawal is not 
recorded on the OST. 
 
If a student withdraws from a course after five instructional days following the issue of the mid-
term provincial report card in a semestered or a non-semestered school, the withdrawal is 
recorded on the OST by entering a “W” in the “Credit” column.  The student’s percentage grade 
at the time of the withdrawal is recorded in the “Percentage Grade” column. 
 
Please check with the guidance counsellor for the dates in Semester 1 and 2 before which a 
course must be withdrawn with no percentage grade to be recorded on the Ontario Student 
Transcript. 
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Course Codes and Information 
 
 

 
 

All schools in Ontario use the same course codes.  Each course code is comprised of a series of 
letters and numbers.  The first three characters of the Common Course Code (CCC) are 
assigned by the Ministry and represent the discipline, the subject and the course. 
 
The fourth character refers to the grade level of the course: 
 
1  Grade 9 
2 Grade 10 
3 Grade 11 
4 Grade 12 
 
or refers to the level of proficiency of a language course such as in English as a Second 
Language. 
 
A Level 1 
B Level 2 
C Level 3 
D Level 4 
E Level 5 
 
The fifth character of the Common Course Code refers to course type or level.  The course 
types are: 
 
D Academic   U University Preparation 
P Applied    M University/College Preparation 
O Open    C College Preparation 
L Locally Developed  E Workplace Preparation 
 Compulsory Course  K Alternative (Non-Credit) Courses 
 (LDCC) 

COURSE INFORMATION 
 
The courses offered by St. Thomas Aquinas High School have been developed according to 
requirements of the Ontario Ministry of Education.  Detailed copies of all courses of study are 
available at the school for parental perusal. 

WHAT IS A SEMESTERED SCHOOL? 
 
Our secondary school is organized on a half-year basis. This will allow students to study four 
subjects in longer class periods during the first half of the school year. In the second half of the 
school year, students will take four other courses, so that they will complete the usual eight 
courses during the school year.  Semester 1 extends from September 5, 2009 to January 30, 
2010.  Semester 2 begins February 1, 2010 and ends June 27, 2010. 
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REPORTING PERIODS 
 
Mid-term Provincial Report Cards for students in Grades 9 to 12 are issued in mid November for 
Semester 1.  Final report cards are released in early February for Semester 1.  Mid-term 
Provincial Report Cards are issued in early April of Semester 2 and final report cards are 
released during the last week in June. 

 
PLEASE NOTE 

 
 Re: Course Selection 

 
It should be clear that students need not choose all courses at the same level of difficulty. 
Students planning to enter university are likely to select most of the compulsory credit courses 
at the academic level of difficulty so that they are prepared to take Grade 12 University or 
University/College Preparation courses. Many students will plan their programs to acquire 
knowledge and skills that can be applied to a particular career field. They may plan to enter 
business and industry either directly after graduation or after further training in a college or 
private vocational school. Such students may choose to take many of their courses at the 
applied level of difficulty as well as some at the academic and/or essential level. 
 
Although school staffs are expected to make recommendations regarding course selections, the 
ultimate right of decision concerning the choice of courses your son/daughter takes continues 
to remain with the parents or guardians, except in those cases where a student has clearly 
demonstrated that he/she is not competent to undertake a particular program or course of 
studies.  He/she must meet prerequisite requirements for all courses.  A course is designated 
as a prerequisite for a subsequent course only if it is absolutely essential for the successful 
understanding of the subsequent course.  Prerequisite courses are established by Ministry 
Curriculum guidelines and are clearly outlined in this booklet. 
 
Should a student require advice or information regarding the courses best suited to his/her 
needs, interests, abilities and goals for the future, such assistance is provided through our 
guidance services personnel. 
 
It should be noted that there may be courses that appear in this guide that will not be offered. 
Courses will only be offered if a sufficient number of students make that selection. Should you 
choose a course that must be cancelled, you will be notified and given the opportunity to make 
an alternate selection. 

LEVELS OF DIFFICULTY 
 
For students entering Grades 9, 10, 11 or 12 in September 2009, courses are offered at 
different levels.  In disciplines such as the arts, health and physical education, and business 
studies, all students will take the same type of course, called an open course.  In the core 
subjects, however, students will now be able to choose between four different types of courses 
– academic, applied,  locally developed compulsory courses, and alternative courses in Grades 
9 and 10.  Academic and applied courses will give students the opportunity to experience two 
different ways of learning: academic courses draw more heavily on theory and abstract 
examples and problems, while applied courses focus more on practical applications and 
concrete examples.  Locally developed compulsory courses provide students with the 
opportunity to upgrade their knowledge and skills. Alternative courses allow identified students 
to participate in courses that are non-credit bearing.  
 
Academic Courses (D) 
 
In an academic course, you will learn the essential concepts of a subject and explore related 
material as well, Although your knowledge and skills in the subject will be developed through 
both theory and practical applications, the emphasis will be on theory and abstract thinking as 
a basis for future learning and problem solving. 
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Applied Courses (P) 
 
An applied course covers the essential concepts of a subject.  Knowledge and skills will be 
developed through both theory and practical applications, but the focus will be on practical 
applications.  In applied courses, familiar, real-life situations will be used to illustrate ideas, and 
you will be given more opportunities to experience hands-on applications of the concepts you 
study. 
 
Locally Developed Compulsory Courses (L) 
 
Locally Developed Compulsory Courses (LDCC) review and reinforce the elementary curriculum 
expectations essential to the development of a stronger foundation in the knowledge and skills 
necessary for further study in the disciplines at the secondary level. 
 
In Grades 11 and 12, students may choose from five types of courses – Workplace, College, 
University/College, University, and Open.  The type of course is geared to the destinations 
following high school. 
 
Workplace Preparation Courses (E) 
 
Workplace preparation courses prepare students to move directly into the workplace after high 
school or to be admitted into apprenticeship programs in the community.  Courses focus on 
employment skills and on practical workplace applications of the subject content.  Many 
Workplace preparation courses involve cooperative education and work experience placements, 
which allow students to get first-hand experience in a workplace. 
 
College Preparation Courses (C) 
 
College preparation courses provide students with the knowledge and skills they need to meet 
the entrance requirements for most college programs.  Courses focus on practical applications 
and also examine underlying theories. 
 
University/College Preparation Courses (M) 
 
University/College preparation courses are offered to prepare students to meet the entrance 
requirements of certain university and college programs.  They focus on both theory and 
practical applications. 
 
University Preparation Courses (U) 
 
University preparation courses provide students with the knowledge and skills they need to 
meet university entrance requirements.  Courses emphasize theoretical aspects of the subject 
and also consider related applications. 

DEADLINES FOR ADDING AND DELETING COURSES 
 
A student must make an appointment with the guidance counsellor in order to add or delete a 
course. 
 
Semester 1 
 
Last day to change or delete a course – September 9, 2010   
     
Semester 2 
 
Last day to change or delete a course – February 8, 2011 
 
Consultation with parents by the guidance counsellor will take place prior to course changes for 
underage students. 
 
** Please refer to page 11 for information regarding withdrawal from a course. 
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Program and Diploma Requirements 

 
 

 THE ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
REQUIREMENTS 
 
Students must earn a minimum of 30 credits (one for every 110 hour course successfully 
completed) to achieve an Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD). 
 
The high school program is based on a credit system.  Eighteen of the credits are compulsory, 
earned in a specified number of courses from a list of subjects that every student must take.  
The remaining 12 credits are optional, earned in courses that the student may select from the 
full range of courses offered by the school.  In Grade 9, most students will take a total of eight 
courses for eight credits. 
 
Students must also complete 40 hours of community involvement activities and must pass the 
Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test, which is taken in Grade 10. 

THE CREDIT SYSTEM 
 

What do you need to graduate? 
 
18 compulsory credits 

 
Students must earn the following compulsory credits to obtain the Ontario Secondary School 
Diploma: 
 
4 credits in English 
 
3 credits in mathematics 
 
2 credits in science 
 
1 credit in Canadian history 
 
1 credit in Canadian geography 
 
1 credit in the arts 
 
1 credit in health and physical education 
 
1 credit in French as a second language 
 
0.5 credit in career studies 
 
0.5 credit in civics 
 
Plus one credit from each of the following groups: 

 
1 additional credit in English, or French as a second language, or a Native language, or a 

classical or an international language, or social sciences and the humanities, or Canadian and 
world studies, or guidance and career education, or cooperative education ** 



 14 

 
1 additional credit in health and physical education, or the arts, or business studies, or 
 cooperative education * 
 
1 additional credit in science, or technological education, or cooperative education * 
 
* A maximum of 2 credits in cooperative education can count as compulsory credits. 
 
In addition to the compulsory credits, students must complete: 
 

� 12 optional credits 

� 40 hours of community involvement activities 

� the provincial literacy requirement 
 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES 
 
All students must complete a minimum of 40 hours of unpaid community involvement activities 
before graduating from high school.  This requirement is additional to the 30 credits needed for 
a high school diploma.  Students will be able to choose their own community involvement 
activities, within guidelines that will be provided by the school.  Activities must be pre-approved 
by the Kenora Catholic District School Board.  Students will be responsible for fulfilling this 
requirement on their own time, and for keeping a record of their activities on a form supplied 
by the school.  Upon completion of 40 Community Involvement hours, the student delivers 
his/her booklet to the principal for authorization.  The information is recorded on the student’s 
transcript electronically and the booklet is returned to the student for storage in his/her 
portfolio. 
 
ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL LITERACY TEST 
 
Students will take the Secondary School Literacy Test in Grade 10.  Students must pass the 
test in order to graduate, and their result is recorded on their student transcript.  Students who 
do not complete the test successfully will receive remedial help to prepare them for re-testing.  
The literacy test requirement is additional to the 30 credits needed for a high school diploma. 
 
The literacy test evaluates students' reading and writing skills based on curriculum expectations 
in language and communications up to and including Grade 9.  ESL students will take the test 
only when they have reached this level in their language studies.  Accommodations will be 
made for students in special education programs. 
 
Please note that students who have been eligible to write the Ontario Secondary School 
Literacy Test and have been unsuccessful, are now eligible to take The Ontario Secondary 
School Literacy Course (OLC4O). Successful completion of this course fulfills the Literacy Test 
requirement.  (Please see page 49 for course description.) 
 
ADJUDICATION PROCESS 
 
The Kenora Catholic District School Board may establish an adjudication panel at the end of the 
school year to provide certain students with an additional opportunity to meet the literacy 
graduation requirement.  These students include those who would otherwise be eligible to 
graduate in June but, through no fault of their own, have not been able to take advantage of 
the normal opportunities to write the OSSLT and/or have not been able to enroll in or complete 
the OSSLC, owing to unforeseen circumstances.  Also eligible for the adjudication process are 
students who were receiving special education programs or services, and who had an IEP 
documenting required accommodations, but, owing to unforeseen circumstances, did not have 
access to these accommodations when they were taking the OSSLT. 
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FRENCH IMMERSION 
 
Schools may grant a certificate in French Immersion if the student has successfully completed 
the sequence of four courses in French Immersion and a minimum of six courses in other 
subjects taught in French.  Students graduating from St. Thomas Aquinas High School in 
French Immersion will receive an Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) in English as well 
as one for French Immersion. 
 
Several courses are offered at the grade 9, 10, 11 and 12 levels as listed below: 
 
SUBJECT   Gr. 9          Gr.10        Gr. 11       Gr.12      
 
Civics/Career Studies X  
Co-op Education       X  X 
Francais (compulsory) X  X  X  X   
Geography       X     
History     X 
Religion X  X  X       
    
Note: The courses marked X are those required for graduation with a French Immersion 
diploma. Francais at the grade 12 level must be FIF4U. 
 
Secondary curriculum will depend on availability of suitable resources and staff and student 
choices.  Some courses may be offered every second year depending on demand. 

THE ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL CERTIFICATE 
 

The Ontario Secondary School Certificate will be granted on request to students who leave 
school before earning the Ontario Secondary School Diploma, provided that they have earned a 
minimum of 14 credits distributed as follows: 
 
Compulsory credits (total of 7) 
 
2 credits in English 
1 credit in Canadian geography or Canadian history 
1 credit in mathematics 
1 credit in science 
1 credit in health and physical education 
1 credit in the arts or technological education 
 
Optional credits (total of 7) 
 
7 credits selected by the student from available courses 
 
The provisions for making substitutions for compulsory credits (described in section 3.2: 
Substitutions for Compulsory Courses) also apply to the Ontario Secondary School Certificate. 
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THE CERTIFICATE OF ACCOMPLISHMENT 
 

Students who leave school before fulfilling the requirements for the Ontario Secondary School 
Diploma or the Ontario Secondary School Certificate may be granted a Certificate of 
Accomplishment.  The Certificate of Accomplishment may be a useful means of recognizing 
achievement for students who plan to take certain vocational programs or other kinds of 
further training, or who plan to find employment after leaving school.  The Certificate of 
Accomplishment will be accompanied by the student’s Ontario Student Transcript.  For those 
students who have an I.E.P., a copy of the I.E.P. may be included. 

 
Students who return to school to complete additional credit and non-credit courses (including 
courses with modified or alternative expectations in special education programs), will have their 
transcript updated accordingly, but will not be issued a new Certificate of Accomplishment.  The 
Ontario Secondary School Diploma or Ontario Secondary School Certificate will be granted 
when a student has fulfilled the appropriate requirements. 

SUBSTITUTIONS FOR COMPULSORY COURSES 
 
In order to allow flexibility in designing a student’s program and to ensure that all students can 
qualify for the secondary school diploma, substitutions may be made for a limited number of 
compulsory credit courses using courses from the remaining courses offered by the school that 
meet the requirements for compulsory credits.  To meet individual students’ needs, principals 
may replace up to three of these courses (or the equivalent in half courses) with courses from 
the remainder of those that meet the compulsory credit requirements.  In all cases, however, 
the sum of compulsory and optional credits will not be less than thirty for students aiming to 
earn the Ontario Secondary School Diploma and not less than fourteen for those aiming to earn 
the Ontario Secondary School Certificate. 
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Specialist High Skills Major   
 
 

 
SPECIALIST HIGH SKILLS MAJOR (SHSM) 

 
Reach Every Student 
Student Success is about meeting the individual learning needs of each and 

every student.  Schools are providing students with more opportunities to 

customize their high school experience and build on their strengths and 

interests through a variety of new and enhanced learning options. 

 

What Is a Specialist High Skills Major? 

• A Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) is a type of ministry-approved specialized program.  
A SHSM allows students to focus on knowledge and skills that are of particular importance 
in certain economic sectors, and to obtain certifications recognized in those sectors, as they 
work towards meeting the requirements for an Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD).  
Students who graduate with a SHSM designation on their diploma are prepared for success 
in a particular sector and in the postsecondary destination of their choice, whether it be 
apprenticeship training, a college or university program, or the workplace. 

• Every SHSM must include the following five components, which are outlined in detail in 
ministry-approved frameworks developed for each area of specialization: 

 1. A package of 9-11 required credits (the majority earned in Grade 11 and 12 courses)  
  that constitute a pathway to one of four possible destinations:  apprenticeship training, 
  college, university, or the workplace.  The package must include: 

� four credits – called the “major” credits – for courses that provide knowledge and 
skills closely related to the particular sector of specialization, which are specified in 
each of the frameworks; 

� three or four additional required credits for courses in English and other relevant 
disciplines (e.g., science, mathematics, or business studies), as specified in each of 
the frameworks, which include units of study that are customized to the particular 
sector.  Some credits (e.g., English) may be used to meet compulsory credit 
requirements for the OSSD; 

� two cooperative education credits, which may be used to meet two of the 18 
compulsory credit requirements for the OSSD; 

� one-half credit for the Grade 10 Career Studies course (which also meets a 
compulsory half-credit requirement for the OSSD). 

 2. Compulsory certifications, which are identified in each SHSM framework. 

 3. Experiential learning through job shadowing, work experience, and a minimum of 2  
  credits earned through cooperative education. 

 4. Use of the Ontario Skills Passport (OSP) to document demonstration of essential skills  
  and work habits. 

 5. “Reach ahead” opportunities, which allow students to experience learning in their  
  intended postsecondary destination and which can range from a day of attendance at a 
  college, a university, or a workplace to the completion of a dual credit. 
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How Will the Specialist High Skills Major Benefit Students? 

• A SHSM allows a student to experience a range of customized, career-focused learning 
opportunities.  It enables a student to take courses in an area of interest related to a 
particular sector while working towards an OSSD. 

• The focused learning experiences of a SHSM program give students the opportunity to 
explore, identify, and refine career goals and make informed decisions related to 
postsecondary education, training, and next steps towards a career. 

• The experiential learning opportunities provided in a SHSM enable students to refine their 
skills and improve their work habits, gain confidence in their ability to succeed, and see the 
connections between their studies, the real world, and their future careers.  Students are 
also able to begin to establish relationships and networks in their chosen fields. 

• Students who graduate with a SHSM can look forward to improved prospects after 
secondary school because of the recognition of and support for the SHSM framework 
content from a variety of representatives from the economic sector, apprenticeship training 
programs, college, and universities. 

 

How Can the Specialist High Skills Major Help Students Meet Diploma Requirements? 

• The 9-11 credits that students must earn for a SHSM meet a significant number of the 
optional credit requirements (12) for the OSSD.  In some cases, credits required for SHSM, 
such as English, can be used to meet compulsory credit requirements (18) for the OSSD. 

• Successful completion of a SHSM will be indicated on the Ontario Student Transcript (OST) 
and on the diploma.  Students will also receive documentation of the credits, the sector-
related certificates, and other credentials they have earned as a part of their SHSM. 

 
What Specialist High Skills Majors are available at St. Thomas Aquinas High School? 

• Hospitality and Tourism 

• Construction  
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Student Evaluation 
 
 

 

 
NOTEBOOKS 
 
It is expected that all students will keep a record of their daily work, assignments, etc.  The 
system of note-taking will be up to the individual subject teacher – i.e. Hilroy notebook, 
duotang, loose-leaf paper, science notebook, etc. 
 
Notebook evaluation should be done on a regular basis (once every two to three weeks would 
be appropriate depending on subject area). 
 
NOTEBOOK AND ASSIGNMENT VALUE 
 
Grades 7 to 12 
 
Evaluation takes place through a variety of methods including such things as notebooks, 
assignments, group work, projects, tests, quizzes, peer and self evaluation (students are 
notified of the breakdown in advance).  Learning skills are evaluated and reported on 
separately.  Achievement charts are to be used. 
 
The following table provides a summary description of achievement in each percentage grade 
range and corresponding level of achievement: 
 

Percentage 
Grade Range 

Achievement 
Level Summary Description 

80 – 100% Level 4 A very high to outstanding level of achievement.  
Achievement is above the provincial standard. 

70 – 79% Level 3 A high level of achievement.  Achievement is at 
the provincial standard. 

60 – 69% Level 2 A moderate level of achievement.  Achievement is 
below, but approaching, the provincial 
standard. 

50 – 59% Level 1 A passable level of achievement.  Achievement is 
below the provincial standard. 

Below 50%  Insufficient achievement of curriculum 
expectations.  A credit will not be granted. 

 
Level 3 (70-79%) is the provincial standard.  Teachers and parents can be confident that 
students who are achieving at level 3 are well prepared for work in the next grade or the next 
course. 
 
TESTS 
 
Testing should be done on a regular basis and form an integral part of a student’s program.  
Major tests in academic subject areas should be arranged toward the middle of the semester. 
 
TEST VALUE 
 
Grade 9 - 11  30% of mark will be based on final exam or demonstration  
   (see Ministry of Education policy documents). 
 
Grade 12  30% to 40% depending on notebook mark each semester 
   and the requirement of curriculum guidelines. 
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EXAMINATION POLICY 
 
Examinations are an important part of the educational process. They form a summative 
evaluation covering an extended period of time and a substantial part of the entire course. 
Examinations model those times in life when we need to bring a wide range of experience, a 
multiplicity of skills, and extensive knowledge, in order to solve a particular problem. In this 
sense, examinations are considered to be excellent training for life.  Students will not be 
exempted from examinations. 
 
An examination period is scheduled for the end of each semester.  This will be the final exam.  
All exams will be written in the gymnasium. 
 
Parents/guardians must contact the school administration regarding permission to be absent 
from, or to reschedule examinations before any anticipated absence.   
 
A medical certificate will be the only reason acceptable after the fact, for absence from an 
examination. 
 
Students will be permitted to enter the examination room up to 30 minutes after the 
examination has started. 
 
The final exam or demonstration must be worth 30% of the student’s final mark. 
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Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition 

 
 

 
 

Students enrolled at St. Thomas Aquinas High School can be given credit for prior learning 
which includes knowledge and skills that students have acquired outside secondary school.  
Students may have their knowledge and skills evaluated against the expectations outlined in 
provincial curriculum policy in order to earn credits towards the Ontario Secondary School 
Diploma or the Ontario Secondary School Certificate.   
 
How Does A Student Challenge A Course? 
 
Before students decide to challenge a course for credit, they should make themselves very 
aware of the PLAR process.  Students and parents should know beforehand that at the Grade 
11 and 12 level, a “challenge” that receives a failing mark will appear as a failure on the 
student’s Ontario Student Transcript.  Students who are considering challenging a course 
should discuss the idea with their parents and their guidance counsellor.  Students may 
challenge a course for credit only if they can provide reasonable evidence to the principal that 
they are likely to be successful in the challenge process, in accordance with criteria established 
by the Ministry of Education. 
 
What Evidence Must Be Provided? 
 

Students who decide to challenge a course for credit will need to provide evidence to support 
this challenge.  Items required in order to challenge a course may include the following: 
• letter(s) of recommendation from teacher(s) familiar with the course expectations; 
• letter(s) of recommendation from member(s) of the community; 
• a portfolio of relevant work; 
• proof of successful relevant experience in a supervised setting; 
• proof of independent learning in a relevant area; 
• a videotape, audiotape of CD-ROM with samples of relevant work; 
• proof of relevant prior learning from another education jurisdiction; 
• proof of successful completion of courses identified as prerequisites for this course. 
 
Students will also be required to write a paragraph of 100-200 words stating why they want to 
challenge a course for credit. 
 
How Do I Get More Information? 
 
If you feel that you may be in a position to challenge a course, you should contact the principal 
who is responsible for PLAR.  You may also wish to visit the Ontario Ministry of Education 
website at www.edu.gov.on.ca 
 
Students applying for PLAR in the 2010-2011 school year must do so prior to the second Friday 
in June 2010. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 22 

 

Student Services 
 
 

 

 
GUIDANCE SERVICES 
 
At St. Thomas Aquinas High School, the following Guidance Services are provided: 
• Individual Counselling 
• Group Guidance 
• Group Counselling 
• Career Development and Information Services 
• Consultation 
• Curriculum and Program Development 
• Implementation of the Ministry of Education Curriculum in the school 
• Coordination 
 
The guidance counsellor works with individual students, classroom groups and counselling 
groups.  Appointments with the guidance counsellor can be made by students and/or parents.  
A First Nations Counsellor provides additional services to our First Nations students.  Students 
are encouraged to become familiar with the services offered by Guidance Services. 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES 
 
The school provides facilities and resources, including support personnel and equipment, 
necessary for developing and implementing a special education program. 
 
STUDENT SUCCESS PROGRAM 
 
The Student Success initiative monitors and promotes student academic achievement.  Various 
strategies are in place for a student should they need educational support.  Consequently, a 
team approach is used to identify suitable and effective strategies for the student.  Such 
interventions and/or strategies include the following:  Transition Program (grades 6 to 9), 
monitoring of achievement and attendance, Credit Rescue, Exam Amnesty, Credit Recovery, 
After School Literacy and Mathematics Program, and Later Literacy. 
 
HEALTH SERVICES 
 
The health services available to the students include the promotion of health through 
counselling, teaching and disease immunization. A school nurse is available one morning each 
week. 
 
LIBRARY 
 
The school library resource center supports resource-based and independent student learning 
through the: 
- creation of a learning environment 
- teaching of informational skills 
- provision of curriculum-based learning materials and independent learning     
- provision of young-adult reading materials 
 
COMPUTER LAB FACILITIES 
 
St. Thomas Aquinas High School has 140 computers in a variety of locations which are 
available to students who need access for projects and school assignments.  Network access 
(including Internet access) is given to each student in the school.  An acceptable use policy is in 
effect for each student. 
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Extra Curricular Activities 
 
 

 
 

A wide variety of activities are available to the students of St. Thomas Aquinas High School. 
The opportunity to participate in activities that appeal to their interests and abilities is 
encouraged. Many of the events and activities at the school are organized by the students 
themselves through special committees or the Student Council. 
 
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Social activities form a large part of the school program. The school dances are always very 
popular events that emphasize special occasions such as Welcome Week, Halloween, 
Christmas, Valentine's Day and Prom Night. The students and staff also celebrate a number of 
special occasions during the year with games and activities appropriate to the occasion. 
 
SCHOOL GAMES 
 
St. Thomas Aquinas High School competes in NORWOSSA/NWOSSA and OFSSA. Team and 
individual competitions are organized into three age divisions for both boys and girls. St. 
Thomas Aquinas provides the opportunity for students to represent their school in the following 
sports: volleyball, basketball, curling, hockey, track and field, badminton, and soccer. 
 
CLUBS 
 
A number of clubs are organized to provide students with the opportunity to participate in 
enjoyable and interesting activities such as: Yearbook, Student Council, Crime Stoppers, Travel 
Club, Drama Club, Art Club, Athletic Council, and School Newspaper. 
 
MUSIC 
 
The excellent program in music at the school is highlighted by special events organized and 
produced by the students. The concert band of St. Thomas Aquinas performs at the elementary 
schools, at community events and at festivals. The students also have an opportunity to 
perform in liturgies and special presentations throughout the year. 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY AT THOMAS AQUINAS (YMTA) 
 
YMTA (Youth Ministry at St. Thomas Aquinas High School) is a group of students and their staff 
advisors whose task is to organize activities that focus on service to our community.  These 
activities include the Salvation Army Christmas Drive, work in local senior citizen homes and 
the hospital, raising money for world hunger, as well as other events.  Membership in the group 
is open to all students at St. Thomas Aquinas High School. 

YOUTH IN PHILANTHROPY (YiP) 

A group of students and staff advisors at St. Thomas Aquinas High School who seek to engage 
a group of students in the community and create an awareness of community needs and 
respond to those needs with the awarding of grants to worthy organizations trying to meet 
those needs. Supported by the Lake of the Woods Regional Community Foundation this group 
undertakes an identification of needs, research into groups that try to respond to those needs 
and site visits to look at the work done by these organizations. Grants are then awarded to 
organizations to assist them in the pursuit of their goals to help make Kenora a better place to 
live. 
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Course Selection 
 
 

 

 

GRADE 9 

 
AMG1O Music – Guitar    (Open) 
AMP1O  Music – Percussion    (Open) 
AMR1O Repertoire – Band    (Open) 
AMR2O Repertoire - Band    (Open) 
AMU1O Music      (Open) 
AMV1O Vocal Industry Arts     (Open) 
ASM2O Media Arts     (Open) 
AVI1O  Visual Arts     (Open) 

BBI1O  Introduction to Business    (Open)  

CGC1D  Geography of Canada   (Academic) 
CGC1DF Géographie de Canada (Imm.)  (Academic) 
CGC1P  Geography of Canada   (Applied) 
CGC1PF Géographie de Canada (Imm.)  (Applied) 
CHV2OF La citoyennetté    (Open) 

ELDDO  English Literacy Development, Level 4 (Open) 
ELDEO  English Literacy Development, Level 5 (Open) 
ENG1D  English      (Academic) 
ENG1P  English      (Applied) 
ENG1L  English      (LDCC) 

FIF1D  Français (Imm.)    (Academic) 
FSF1D  Core French     (Academic) 
FSF1P  Core French     (Applied) 

GLC2OF Exploration des choix de carrière  (Open) 
GLS1O  Learning Strategies    (Open)  

HIF1O        Individual and Family Living   (Open) 
HRE1O  Religious Education    (Open) 
HRE1OF Education religieuse    (Open) 

LNOAO  Native Languages    (Open) 

MPM1D Principles of Mathematics   (Academic) 
MFM1P  Foundations of Mathematics   (Applied) 
MAT1L  Mathematics     (LDCC) 

NAC1O  Expressing Aboriginal Cultures  (Open) 
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GRADE 9 (continued) 

 
PAD1O  Outdoor Education (Co-ed)   (Open) 
PPL1O  Healthy Active Living (Co-ed)  (Open) 

SNC1D  Science     (Academic) 
SNC1P  Science     (Applied) 
SNC1L  Science     (LDCC) 

TCJ2O  Construction Technology   (Open) S.H.S.M. 

TGJ2O  Communications Technology   (Open) 
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GRADE 10 

 
ADA2O  Drama      (Open) 
AMG1O Music – Guitar    (Open) 
AMP1O  Music – Percussion    (Open) 
AMR2O Repertoire - Band    (Open) 
AMU2O Music      (Open) 
AMV1O         Vocal Industry Arts    (Open) 
ASM2O Media Arts     (Open) 
AVI2O  Visual Arts     (Open) 
 
BBI1O  Introduction to Business   (Open) 
BTT2O  Information and Communication  (Open)  
  Technology    
 
CHC2D  History      (Academic) 
CHC2DF Histoire (Imm.)    (Academic) 
CHC2P  History      (Applied) 
CHC2PF Histoire (Imm.)    (Applied) 
CHC2L  History      (LDCC) 
 
CHV2O  Civics      (Open) 
 
ENG2D  English      (Academic) 
ENG2P  English      (Applied) 
ENG2L  English      (LDCC) 
 
FIF2D  Français (Imm.)    (Academic) 
 
GLC2O  Career Studies    (Open) 
GLD2O  Discovering the Workplace   (Open)  
 
HRE2O  Religious Education    (Open) 
HRE2OF Education religieuse    (Open) 
 
LNOBO  Native Languages    (Open) 
 
MPM2D Math      (Academic) 
MFM2P  Math      (Applied) 
MAT2L  Math      (LDCC) 
 
NAC2O  Aboriginal Peoples in Canada  (Open) 
 
PPL2O  Healthy Active Living Ed.   (Open) 
 
SNC2D  Science     (Academic) 
SNC2P  Science     (Applied) 
 
TCJ2O  Construction Technology   (Open) S.H.S.M. 
TFJ2O  Hospitality and Tourism Technology  (Open) S.H.S.M. 
TGJ2O  Communications Technology   (Open) 
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GRADE 11 

 
ADA3M Drama 
AMD3M Electronic Music &   
 Recording Tech. 
AMP3M  Music - Percussion 
AMR3O Repertoire - Band 
AMU3O Music 
AMX3M Music – External (Conservatory) 
ASM3O Media Arts 
AVI3M Visual Arts 
AWC3O Visual Arts – Ceramics 
AWU3O Visual Arts - Aboriginal Art 
 
BAF3M Introduction to Financial  
           Accounting  S.H.S.M. 
BDI3C Entrepreneurship:  The Venture  
  S.H.S.M. 
BTA3O Information and Communication 
 Technology  S.H.S.M. 

 
CGF3M Physical Geography S.H.S.M. 
CGG3O Travel and Tourism S.H.S.M. 

CGT3E  Geographics  S.H.S.M. 
CHW3M World History to the 16th  Century  
 
CLU3M Understanding Canadian Law 
 
CO-OP Cooperative Education 
 
ENG3C English – College 
ENG3E English – Workplace 
ENG3U English - University 
 
FIF3U Français (Imm.) - University 
 
GPP3O Leadership and Peer Support 
 
HPC3O Parenting 
 
HRF3O World Religions  S.H.S.M. 
HRT3M World Religions 
HRT3MF Religions mondiale 
HSP3M Anthropology, Sociology, 
 Psychology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LNOCO Native Languages 
 
MBF3C Functions for College 
 Mathematics - College 
MCF3M Functions & Applications - 
 University / College 
MCR3U Functions - University 
MEL3E Math for Work & Everyday 
 Life - Workplace 
 
PPL3O Healthy Active Living Ed. 
               S.H.S.M. 
PPZ3O   Health for Life  
 
SBI3C Biology – College  S.H.S.M. 
SBI3U Biology – University  S.H.S.M. 

SCH3U Chemistry – University  
  S.H.S.M. 
SPH3U Physics – University 
SVN3M Environmental Science – 
 University/College  S.H.S.M. 

SVN3E    Environmental Science – 
          Workplace  S.H.S.M. 
 

TCJ3C Construction Technology  
  S.H.S.M. 
TCJ3E Construction Technology  
  S.H.S.M. 

TDJ3M Technological Design S.H.S.M. 
TFJ3C Hospitality and Tourism –       
 College  S.H.S.M. 
TFJ3E Hospitality and Tourism –       
 College  S.H.S.M. 
TGJ3M Communications Technology - 
 University/ College 
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GRADE 12 

 
ADA4M Dramatic Arts 
AMD4M   Electronic Music & Recording          
       Technology 
AMP4M Music - Percussion 
AMR4M Repertoire - Band 
AMU4M Music 
AMX4M Music – External 
 (Conservatory) 
 
AWR4O Visual Arts – Film and Video 
AVI4M Visual Arts 
 
BAT4M   Principles of Financial Accounting 
S.H.S.M. 
BDV4C Entrepreneurship S.H.S.M. 
BTX4C Information and  Communication 
Technology S.H.S.M. 
 
CGW4U Canadian and World Issues 
 
CHY4C World History 
CHY4U World History 
 
CIA4U Economic Issues 
CLN4U Canadian & International Law 
 
ENG4C English 
ENG4E English 
ENG4U English 
ETS4C Studies in Literature 
ETS4U Studies in Literature 
ETS4U Studies in Literature –      
(AP) Advanced Placement 
EWC4C Writer’s Craft 
EWC4U Writer’s Craft 
 
FIF4U Français (Imm.) 
 
GLN4O Navigating the Workplace 
 
 

 
HHS4M Individuals and Families in a  
        Diverse Society 
HRE4M Religious Education 
HRE4O Religious Education 
HZT4U Philosophy 
 
LNODO Native Languages 
 
IDC 4O Interdisciplinary Studies 
IDC 4U Interdisciplinary Studies 
 
MAP4C Foundations for College Math 
MCT4C Math for College Technology 
MCV4U Calculus and Vectors 
MDM4U Math of Data Management 
MEL4E Mathematics for Work & 
 Everyday Life 
MHF4U Advanced Functions 
 
OLC4O Ontario Literacy Course 
 
PLF4C Recreation and Fitness 
 Leadership S.H.S.M. 
PPL4O Healthy Active Living S.H.S.M. 
PSE4U Exercise Science  
 
SBI4U Biology – University 
SBI4U Biology – Advanced Placement 
(AP)  
SCH4C Chemistry – College  S.H.S.M. 
SCH4U Chemistry –University S.H.S.M. 
SPH4C Physics – College S.H.S.M. 
SPH4U Physics – University S.H.S.M. 
 
TCJ4C Construction Technology  
  S.H.S.M. 

TCJ4E Construction Technology  
  S.H.S.M. 

TDJ4M Technological Design S.H.S.M. 

TFJ4C Hospitality and 
  Tourism S.H.S.M. 
TFJ4E Hospitality and 
  Tourism S.H.S.M. 
TGJ4M Communications Technology 
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The Arts 
 
 

 
DRAMATIC ARTS 
 
ADA2O – DRAMATIC ARTS – Grade 10 (Open) 

This course requires students to actively explore dramatic forms and techniques, using their 
own ideas and concerns as well as sources selected from a wide range of authors, genres, and 
cultures.  Student learning will include identifying and using the principles of space, time, voice, 
and movement in creating, sustaining, and communicating authentic roles within a drama.  
Students will assume responsibility for decisions made in the creation and presentation of the 
drama, and will analyse and reflect on the experience. 
 
ADA3M – DRAMATIC ARTS – Grade 11 (University/College Preparation) 

This course requires students to put together and perform dramatic presentations that deal 
with a variety of issues from the past and present.  Students will analyse, interpret, and 
perform works of drama from various cultures, including Western plays from around 1900.  
Students will also do research on different acting styles and conventions for their presentations, 
create original works, and analyse the functions of playwright, director, actor, technician, and 
audience. 

Prerequisite:  ADA2O 
 
ADA4M – DRAMATIC ARTS – Grade 12 (University/College Preparation) 

This course requires students to experiment with forms and conventions in dramatic literature, 
and to create, script, and present original and adapted works.  Students will do research on 
dramatic forms, conventions, themes, and theories of acting and directing from different 
historical periods, and apply their knowledge of these in interpreting dramatic literature, 
including Canadian works and works from various cultures in the late twentieth century.  
Students will also examine the significance of dramatic arts in various cultures. 

Prerequisite:  ADA3O or ADA3M 

MEDIA ARTS 
 
ASM2O – MEDIA ARTS – Grade 10 (Open) 

This course is designed to introduce the fundamental concepts, tools and techniques of media 
arts to students with little to no experience. Students will learn terminology and principles of 
composition to create and manipulate images using industry-standard technology. Topics and 
skills dealing with simple animation, digital photography and video, story-boarding and graphic 
design will be covered. 
 
ASM3O – MEDIA ARTS – Grade 11 (Open) 

Students will discover and experience traditional and computer animation.  Exploration of 
movement and time based sequences within various media platforms for a variety of 
applications will be the emphasis. The core technology to be used in this course will be Adobe 
Flash, Shake and digital video.  Skills such as advanced digital editing, story and character 
development, and the integration of audio will be presented. 

Prerequisite:  Any Grade 9 or 10 course in the arts 
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AWR4O – VISUAL ARTS – FILM AND VIDEO Grade 12 (Open) 

Using live action, students will create and develop small scale film productions.  A focus on 
portfolio development for post secondary education using industry standard technology and 
skills will be the emphasis.  The core software used will be Final Cut and advanced digital 
camera techniques will be covered. 

Prerequisite:  Any Grade 11 course in the arts 

MUSIC 
 
AMG1O – MUSIC (GUITAR) – Grade 9 (Open) 

This is an introductory course to the guitar.  Students will learn standard notation as well as 
TAB.  Exposure to various styles of music such as blues, flamenco, and rock (to name a few) 
will be covered.  Students will learn rhythm playing, the fundamentals of single note soloing, 
chords, pick and finger style plucking, and much more. 
 
AMP1O – INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC – PERCUSSION – Grade 9 (Open) 

This percussion course allows students to explore the world of music and sound, via the drum.  
The students will learn of the symbiotic relationship between culture and music, as well as hand 
and stick techniques from Africa, Cuba, Brazil, Middle Eastern countries, and Anishinaabe 
culture, to name just a few.  Students will also discover the influence of these rhythms and 
cultures on today’s popular music.  Standard and traditional notation systems will be used.   
 
AMR1O, AMR2O, AMR3O, AMR4M – INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC AND REPERTOIRE (SWP) 

Students will gain experience in the performing arts through repertoire and concert settings.  
Students are required to rehearse and perform music chosen by the director of the Symphonic 
Winds and Percussion (SWP) group.  Credits are earned through consistent attendance at 
rehearsals and performances, as well as regular testing of technique and knowledge. 

Prerequisite:  Students who have not played in the Junior and Intermediate Winds must 
complete an audition for entrance into the course. 
 
AMU1O - MUSIC - Grade 9 (Open) 

Students will discover the elements of music, such as theory/composition, sight-reading, 
repertoire, and the fundamentals of improvisation, with their respective instruments as their 
vehicle.  Students will study solo playing techniques, performance etiquette, performance 
preparation, musicality, listening skills, and small ensemble playing. 

Prerequisite:  Student must already have at least two years’ experience on the same 
instrument. 
 
AMU2O – MUSIC – Grade 10 (Open) 

Students will discover the elements of music, such as theory/composition, sight-reading, 
repertoire, and the fundamentals of improvisation, with their respective instruments as their 
vehicle.  Students will study solo playing techniques, performance etiquette, performance 
preparation, musicality, listening skills, and small ensemble playing. 

Prerequisite:  Student must already have at least two years’ experience on the same 
instrument. 
 
AMU3O – MUSIC – Grade 11 (Open) 

This course develops students’ artistic knowledge and skills through the performance of music  

and the preparation of music productions.  Students will perform appropriate works, 
particularly works in contemporary popular styles.  Independently and in groups, they will also 
plan, market, and produce music productions, making use of appropriate technology, and will 
evaluate the results. 

Prerequisite:  AMU1O or AMU2O 
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AMU4M – MUSIC (AUDITION/PERFORMANCE PREPARATION) – 
Grade 12 (University/College Preparation) 

Students will prepare for post-secondary music program audition and theory requirements.  
Students will be expected to create, promote, and perform their own recital based on a theme.  
Students are welcome to join this course using their voice, percussion, guitar, string, or wind 
instrument.   

Prerequisite:  AMU3O, AMR3O 
 
AMV1O – VOCAL INDUSTRY ARTS – Grade 9 (Open) 

This course is an overview of the various singing styles and elements of the vocal music 
industry.  Students will study group singing as well as solos.  They will gain experience in 
genres such as popular music, R ‘n B, Broadway, and sacred music, to name a few.  Students 
will also learn about breath support, tone development, proper microphone technique, skills for 
recording voice in a studio, and the elements to successful live performance. 
 
AMD3M – ELECTRONIC MUSIC AND RECORDING TECHNOLOGY –  

Grade 11 (University/College Preparation) 

Students have the opportunity to create and enhance music, using technology, in a live sound 
studio.  Students will learn the skills to prepare them for continued education in audio 
production and electronic music composition. 

Prerequisite:  Students must have completed at least one Grade 9 music credit. 
 
AMX3M – MUSIC – EXTERNAL (Conservatory) 

A student who has successfully completed the requirements for one of the following may count 
a maximum of one non-Grade 12 university/college preparation credit towards the OSSD in 
addition to any other non-Grade 12 university/college preparation music credits earned in the 
school: 

 Grade VII Practical and Grade I Rudiments of the Royal Conservatory of Music, Toronto 
 Grade VII Practical and Grade III Theory of Conservatory Canada, London 
 Collegial I Practical and Collegial I Theory of any conservatory of music in the province of 

Quebec 
 Grade VII Practical and Grade V Theory of Trinity College London, England 
 Grade VII Practical and Grade VI Theory of the Royal Schools of Music, London, England 
 
AMX4M – MUSIC – EXTERNAL (Conservatory) 

A student who has successfully completed the requirements for one of the following may count 
a maximum of one Grade 12 university/college preparation credit towards the OSSD in addition 
to a maximum of one other Grade 12 university/college preparation credit in music earned in 
the school: 

Grade VIII Practical and Grade II Rudiments of the Royal Conservatory of Music, Toronto 
Grade VIII Practical and Grade IV Theory of Conservatory Canada, London 
Collegial II Practical and Collegial II Theory of any conservatory of music in the province of 
Quebec 
Grade VIII Practical and Grade VI Theory of Trinity College London, England 
Grade VIII Practical and Grade VIII Theory of the Royal Schools of Music, London, England 
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VISUAL ARTS 
 
AVI1O - VISUAL ARTS - Grade 9 (Open) 

This course offers an overview of visual arts as a foundation for further study.  Students will 
become familiar with the elements and principles of design and the expressive qualities of 
various materials through working with a range of materials, processes, techniques, and styles.  
They will learn and use methods of analysis and criticism and will study the characteristics of 
particular historical art periods and a selection of Canadian art and the art of other cultures. 
 
AVI2O - VISUAL ARTS - Grade 10 (Open) 

This course emphasizes learning through practice; building on what students know; and 
introducing them to new ideas, materials, and processes for artistic thinking and 
experimentation.  Student learning will include the refined application of the elements and 
principles of design, incorporating the creative and design processes, and the relationship 
between form and content.  Students will also learn about the connections between works of 
art and their historical contexts.  Course objectives may be achieved either through a 
comprehensive program or through a program focused on a particular art form (e.g., drawing, 
painting). 
 
AVI3M - VISUAL ARTS - Grade 11 (University/College Preparation) 

This course provides students with opportunities to further develop their skills and knowledge 
in visual arts.  Students will explore a range of subject matter through studio activities, and will 
consolidate their practical skills.  Students will also analyze art works and study aspects of 
Western art history, as well as Canadian art forms and art forms from various parts of the 
world. 

Prerequisite:  AVI1O or AVI2O 
 
AVI4M – VISUAL ARTS – Grade 12 (University/College Preparation) 

This course focuses on the refinement of students’ skills and knowledge in visual arts.  
Students will analyse art forms; use theories of art in analyzing and producing art; and 
increase their understanding of stylistic changes in Western art, Canadian (including Native 
Canadian) art, and art forms from various parts of the world.  Students will produce a body of 
work demonstrating a personal approach. 

Prerequisite:  AVI3M or AVI3O 
 
AWC3O – VISUAL ARTS - CERAMICS – Grade 11 (Open) 

This course is designed to develop more complex techniques and concepts of ceramic art.  The 
knowledge and skills acquired in this course will explore a wide range of activities applying clay 
through a variety of techniques.  Students will acquire an understanding of the history of 
ceramics as seen in a variety of cultures, as well as the growth of ceramics from both functional 
and aesthetic works around the world.  Throughout the course, students will examine and use 
critical thinking and creative problem solving strategies to inform their creative process while 
building a variety of sculptural presentations for their portfolio. 

Prerequisite:  AVI1O, AVI2O, or AVI3O 
 
AWU3O – VISUAL ARTS - ABORIGINAL ART – Grade 11 (Open) 

This course is designed to explore a wide range of aboriginal art from around the world.  
Students will acquire an understanding of aboriginal art history and aboriginal artworks from 
ancient to contemporary works.  Units will have a strong focus on Canadian and local aboriginal 
art references.  A variety of media will be used to explore these cultures by communicating the 
artist’s own experiences.  Throughout the course, students will examine and use critical 
thinking and creative problem solving strategies to expand their creative processes while 
building a variety of artworks for their individual portfolios. 

Prerequisite:  AVI1O, AVI2O, AVI3O, or NAC1O 
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Business Studies 
 
 

 
ENTREPRENEURIAL STUDIES 
 
BBI1O– INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS - Grade 9 (Open)  

This course introduces students to the world of business.  Students will develop an 
understanding of the functions of business, including accounting, marketing, information and 
communication technology, human resources, and production, and of the importance of ethics 
and social responsibility.  This course builds a foundation for further studies in business and 
helps students develop the business knowledge and skills they will need in their everyday lives. 
 
BDI3C – ENTREPRENEURSHIP:  THE VENTURE – Grade 11  
(College Preparation) 

This course focuses on ways in which entrepreneurs recognize opportunities, generate ideas, 
and organize resources to plan successful ventures that enable them to achieve their goals.  
Students will create a venture plan for a student-run school-based or summer business.  
Through hands-on experiences, students will have opportunities to develop the values, traits, 
and skills most often associated with successful entrepreneurs. 
 
BAF3M – INTRODUCTION TO FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING – Grade 11 
(University/College) 

This course introduces students to the fundamental principles and procedures of accounting, 
with emphasis on accounting procedures used in service and merchandising businesses.  
Students will develop an understanding of the connections between financial analysis, control, 
and decision making in the management of a business, as well as the effects of technology and 
globalization on accounting procedures and the role of the accountant. 
 
BAT4M – PRINCIPLES OF FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING – Grade 12 (University/College) 

This course emphasizes study of accounting principles related to financial statements.  
Students will learn about ways in which information in these statements is used in making 
business decisions, and about the effects on financial statements of using different methods of 
inventory valuation and adjusting and reversing entries.  Students will also study various 
means of financing a business and ways in which the strength of a corporation can be 
determined through the reading of its annual report. 

Prerequisite:  Introduction to Financial Accounting, Grade 11, University/College Preparation 
 
BDV4C – ENTREPRENEURSHIP: VENTURE PLANNING IN AN ELECTRONIC AGE –  

Grade 12 (College Preparation) 

This course provides students with the opportunity to develop and apply entrepreneurial skills 
through the creation of a venture plan that capitalizes on the potential of e-commerce. 
Students will research and identify an opportunity for a venture. They will then complete the 
components of a venture plan that includes a website. 

Prerequisite:  BDI3C 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 
BTT2O – INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY IN BUSINESS –  
Grade 10 (Open) 

This course introduces students to information and communication technology in a business 
environment and builds a foundation of digital literacy skills necessary for success in a 
technologically driven society.  Students will develop word processing, spreadsheet, database, 
desktop publishing, presentation software, and website design skills.  Throughout the course, 
there is an emphasis on digital literacy, effective electronic research and communication skills, 
and current issues related to the impact of information and communication technology. 
 
BTA3O – INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY:  THE DIGITAL 
ENVIRONMENT – Grade 11 (Open) 

This course prepares students for the digital environment.  Using a hand-on approach, students 
will further develop information and communication technology skills through the use of 
common business software applications.  The concept and operation of e-business will be 
explored, and students will design and create an e-business website.  The skills developed in 
this course will prepare students for success in the workplace and/or postsecondary studies. 
 
BTX4C- INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY: MULTIMEDIA 

SOLUTIONS - Grade 12 (College preparation) 

This course provides students with the opportunity to apply their information and 
communication technology skills while working in a team environment. Through a project-
based approach, students will have opportunities to integrate common business software 
applications and apply multimedia techniques. Students will further develop their understanding 
of electronic business and e-commerce environments. The skills acquired in this course will 
prepare students for success in postsecondary studies and in their future careers. 

Prerequisite:  BTA3O 
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CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES 
 
 

 
GEOGRAPHY 
 
CGC1D/CGC1DF - GEOGRAPHY OF CANADA - Grade 9 (Academic) 

This course explores Canada’s distinct and changing character and the geographic systems and 
relationships that shape it.  Students will investigate the interactions of natural and human 
systems within Canada, as well as Canada’s economic, cultural, and environmental connections 
to other countries.  Students will use a variety of geotechnologies and inquiry and 
communication methods to analyse and evaluate geographic issues and present their findings. 
 
CGC1P/CGC1PF - GEOGRAPHY OF CANADA - Grade 9 (Applied) 

This course focuses on geographic issues that affect Canadians today.  Students will draw on 
personal and everyday experiences to learn about Canada’s distinct and changing character 
and the natural and human systems and global influences that shape their country.  Students 
will use a variety of geo-technologies and inquiry and communication methods to examine 
practical geographic questions and communicate their findings. 
 
CGF3M – PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY:  PATTERNS, PROCESSES, AND INTERACTIONS - 
Grade 11 (University / College Preparation) 

This course examines the major patterns of physical geography and the powerful forces that 
affect them.  Students will investigate the dynamic nature of the earth, the evolving 
relationship between the planet and its people, and the factors that limit our ability to predict 
the changes that will occur.  Students will use a wide range of geotechnologies and inquiry 
methods to investigate the distribution and interaction of the elements of their physical 
environment and to communicate their findings. 

Prerequisite:  CGC1D or CGC1P 
 
CGG3O – TRAVEL AND TOURISM:  A REGIONAL GEOGRAPHIC PERSPECTIVE – Grade 
11 (Open) 

This course focuses on travel and tourism as a vehicle for the study of selected world regions.  
Using a variety of geotechnologies and inquiry and communication methods, students will 
conduct and present case studies that develop their understanding of the unique characteristics 
of selected world regions; the environmental, cultural, economic, and political factors that 
influence travel and tourism; and the impact of the travel industry on communities and 
environments around the world. 

Prerequisite:  CGC1D or CGC1P 
 
CGT3E – The GEOGRAPHER’S TOOLKIT – Grade 11 (Workplace Preparation) 

This course focuses on giving students practical experiences with geotechnologies and related 
skills. Students will engage in image interpretation, desktop mapping, analysis using 
geographic information systems (GIS), use of global positioning system (GPS), and data 
collection and management. Students will conduct fieldwork and explore applications and 
career opportunities in environmental, economic, and political contexts. Students will use a 
variety of communication tools and methods to present the results of their investigations. 
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CGW4U – CANADIAN AND WORLD ISSUES:  A GEOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS – 
Grade 12 (University Preparation) 

This course examines the global challenges of creating a sustainable and equitable future, 
focusing on current issues that illustrate these challenges.  Students will investigate a range of 
topics, including cultural, economic, and geopolitical relationships, regional disparities in the 
ability to meet basic human needs, and protection of the natural environment.  Students will 
use geotechnologies and skills of geographic inquiry and analysis to develop and communicate 
balanced opinions about the complex issues facing Canada and a world that is interdependent 
and constantly changing. 

Prerequisite:  Any Grade 11 or 12 University or University/College Preparation course in 
Canadian and World Studies, English, or Social Sciences and Humanities. 

HISTORY 
 
CHC2D/CHC2DF – CONTEMPORARY CANADIAN HISTORY - 
Grade 10  (Academic) 

This course explores the local, national, and global forces that have shaped Canada’s national 
identity from World War I to the present.  Students will investigate the challenges presented by 
economic, social, and technological changes and explore the contributions of individuals and 
groups to Canadian culture and society during this period.  Students will use critical thinking 
and communication skills to evaluate various interpretations of the issues and events of the 
period and to present their own points of view. 
 
CHC2P/CHC2PF – CANADIAN HISTORY  -  Grade 10  (Applied) 

This course explores some of the events and experiences that have influenced the development 
of Canada’s identity as a nation, from World War I to the present.  By examining how the 
country has responded to economic, social, and technological changes and how individuals and 
groups have contributed to Canadian culture and society during this period, students will 
develop their ability to make connections between historical and current events.  Students will 
have opportunities to formulate questions, locate information, develop informed opinions, and 
present ideas about the central issues and events of the period. 
 
CHC2L – HISTORY – Grade 10 (LDCC) 

This course focuses on the connections between the student and key people, events and 
themes in Canadian contemporary studies.  Students prepare for Grade 11 Canadian and World 
Studies Workplace Preparation courses through the development and extension of historical 
literacy skills and critical thinking skills. 
 
Students explore a variety of topics highlighting individuals and events that have contributed to 
the story of Canada.  The major themes of Canadian identity, internal and external 
relationships and changes since 1914, are explored through guided investigation. 
 
Students have the opportunity to extend analytical skills with a focus on identifying and 
interpreting events and perspectives and making connections.  Students practice reading, 
writing, visual, and oral literacy skills, and mathematical literacy skills to identify and 
communicate ideas in a variety of media. 
 
CHV2O/CHV2OF – CIVICS – Grade 10 (Open) - .5 credit 

This course explores what it means to be an informed participating citizen in a democratic 
society.  Students will learn about the elements of democracy, about political reactions to social 
change, and about political decision-making processes in Canada.  They will explore their own 
and others’ ideas about civics questions and learn how to think critically about public issues and 
react responsibly to them.  
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CHW3M – WORLD HISTORY TO THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY - Grade 11  
(University / College Preparation) 

This course investigates the history of humanity from earliest times to the sixteenth century.  
Students will analyse diverse societies from around the world, with particular regard to the 
political, cultural, and economic structures and historical forces that have shaped the modern 
world.  They will apply historical inquiry, critical-thinking, and communication skills to evaluate 
the influence of selected individuals, groups, and innovations and present their conclusions.  

Prerequisite:  CHC2D or CHC2P 
 
CHY4U - WORLD HISTORY:  THE WEST AND THE WORLD - Grade 12 

(University Preparation) 

This course investigates the major trends in Western civilization and world history from the 
sixteenth century to the present.  Students will learn about the interaction between the 
emerging West and other regions of the world and about the development of modern social, 
political, and economic systems.  They will use critical-thinking and communication skills to 
investigate the historical roots of contemporary issues and present their conclusions.   

Prerequisite:  Any University or University/College Preparation course in Canadian and World 
Studies, English, or Social Sciences and Humanities.  
 
CHY4C - WORLD HISTORY:  THE WEST AND THE WORLD - Grade 12 
(College Preparation) 

This course explores the history of the world since the sixteenth century, emphasizing the 
interaction between the emerging West and other regions of the world.  Students will learn 
about a variety of economic, social, and political systems and the changes they have 
undergone over time.  Students will apply their developing skills of historical inquiry to 
understand and communicate ideas about the forces that have formed our modern world.   

Prerequisite:  Any University or University/College Preparation course in Canadian and World 
Studies, English, or Social Sciences and Humanities.  

ECONOMICS 
 
CIA4U - ANALYSING CURRENT ECONOMIC ISSUES - Grade 12 
(University Preparation) 

This course investigates the nature of the competitive global economy and explores how 
individuals and societies can gain the information they need to make appropriate economic 
decisions.  Students will learn about the principles of micro- and macroeconomics, apply 
economic models and concepts to interpret economic information, assess the validity of 
statistics, and investigate marketplace dynamics.  Students will use economic inquiry and 
communication skills to analyse current economic issues, make informed judgments, and 
present their findings. 

Prerequisite:  Any university or university/college preparation course in Canadian and world 
studies, English, or social sciences and humanities.  

LAW 
 
CLU3M – UNDERSTANDING CANADIAN LAW – Grade 11 
(University / College Preparation) 

This course explores Canadian law with a focus on legal issues that are relevant to people’s 
everyday lives.  Students will investigate fundamental legal concepts and processes to gain a 
practical understanding of Canada’s legal system, including the criminal justice system.  
Students will use critical-thinking, inquiry, and communication skills to develop informed 
opinions on legal issues and apply this knowledge in a variety of ways and settings, including 
case analysis, legal research projects, mock trials, and debates. 

Prerequisite:  CHC2D or CHC2P 
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CLN4U - CANADIAN AND INTERNATIONAL LAW - Grade 12 
(University Preparation) 

This course examines elements of Canadian and international law in social, political, and global 
contexts.  Students will study the historical and philosophical sources of law and the principles 
and practices of international law and will learn to relate them to issues in Canadian society and 
the wider world.  Students will use critical-thinking and communication skills to analyse legal 
issues, conduct independent research, and present the results of their inquiries in a variety of 
ways. 

Prerequisite:  Any University of University/College Preparation course in Canadian and World 
Studies, English, or Social Sciences and Humanities. 
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English 
 
 

 

 
COMPULSORY COURSES 
 
ENG1D - ENGLISH - Grade 9 (Academic) 

This course is designed to develop the oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy 
skills that students need for success in their secondary school academic programs and in their 
daily lives.  Students will analyse literary texts from contemporary and historical periods, 
interpret informational and graphic texts, and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety 
of forms.  An important focus will be on the use of strategies that contribute to effective 
communication.  The course is intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 academic English 
course, which leads to university or college preparation courses in Grades 11 and 12. 

Prerequisite:  None 
 
ENG1P - ENGLISH - Grade 9 (Applied) 

This course is designed to develop the key oral communication, reading, writing, and media 
literacy skills students need for success in secondary school and daily life.  Students will read, 
interpret, and create a variety of informational, literary, and graphic texts.  An important focus 
will be on identifying and using appropriate strategies and processes to improve students’ 
comprehension of texts and to help them communicate clearly and effectively.  The course is 
intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 applied English course, which leads to college or 
workplace preparation courses in Grades 11 and 12. 

Prerequisite:  None 
 
ENG1L – ENGLISH – Grade 9 (LDCC) 

This course provides foundational literacy and communication skills to prepare students for 
success in their daily lives, in the workplace, and in the Grade 11 English Workplace 
Preparation course. 
 
The course is organized by strands that develop listening and talking skills, reading and viewing 
skills, and writing skills.  In all strands, the focus is on developing foundational literacy skills 
and in using language clearly and accurately in a variety of authentic contexts.  Students 
develop strategies and put into practice the processes involved in talking, listening, reading, 
viewing, writing, and thinking, and reflect regularly upon their growth in these areas. 

Note:  This course cannot be used for college or university entrance. 

 
ELDDO – ENGLISH LITERACY DEVELOPMENT – Level 4 (Open) 

This course extends students’ literacy skills and ability to apply learning strategies effectively, 
and teaches them how to use community resources to enhance lifelong learning.  Students will 
engage in a variety of guided reading, writing, and viewing tasks; use media and community 
resources to complete guided-research projects; and communicate for a variety of academic 
and everyday purposes with increasing accuracy and fluency.  This course further develops the 
critical thinking skills students will need to participate in Canadian society as informed citizens. 
 
ELDEO – ENGLISH LITERACY DEVELOPMENT – Level 5 (Open) 

This course provides students with skills and strategies that will allow them to continue their 
education successfully and pursue pathways to employment that may involve apprenticeship 
and/or cooperative education programs.  Students will develop greater independence in reading 
and writing, as well as in interpreting media texts; use a range of media and community 
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resources; and communicate both orally and in writing on a variety of topics.  This course also 
expands the critical thinking skills students will need in order to contribute to Canadian society 
as informed citizens. 
 
ENG2D – ENGLISH – Grade 10 (Academic) 

This course is designed to extend the range of oral communication, reading, writing, and media 
literacy skills that students need for success in their secondary school academic programs and 
in their daily lives.  Students will analyse literary texts from contemporary and historical 
periods, interpret and evaluate informational and graphic texts, and create oral, written, and 
media texts in a variety of forms.  An important focus will be on the selective use of strategies 
that contribute to effective communication.  This course is intended to prepare students for the 
compulsory Grade 11 university or college preparation course. 

Prerequisite:  ENG1D or ENG1P 
 
ENG2P – ENGLISH – Grade 10 (Applied) 

This course is designed to extend the range of oral communication, reading, writing, and media 
literacy skills that students need for success in secondary school and daily life.  Students will 
study and create a variety of informational, literary, and graphic texts.  An important focus will 
be on the consolidation of strategies and processes that help students interpret texts and 
communicate clearly and effectively.  This course is intended to prepare students for the 
compulsory Grade 11 college or workplace preparation course. 

Prerequisite:  ENG1D or ENG1P 
 
ENG2L – ENGLISH – Grade 10 (LDCC) 

In this course, students focus on extending their literacy and communication skills to prepare 
for success in their daily lives, in the workplace, and in the Grade 11 English Workplace 
Preparation course. 
 
The course is organized by strands that extend listening and talking skills, reading and viewing 
skills, and writing skills.  IN all strands, the focus is on refining foundational literacy skills and 
in using language clearly and accurately in a variety of authentic contexts. 
 
Students build on their strategies and engage in the processes involved in talking, listening, 
reading, viewing, writing, and thinking, and reflect regularly upon their growth in these areas. 

Prerequisite:  ENG1L, ENG1P, or ENG1D 

Note:  This course cannot be used for college or university entrance. 
 
ENG3U - ENGLISH – Grade 11 (University Preparation) 

This course emphasizes the development of literacy, communication, and critical and creative 
thinking skills necessary for success in academic and daily life.  Students will analyse 
challenging literary texts from various periods, countries, and cultures, as well as a range of 
informational and graphic texts, and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms.  
An important focus will be on using language with precision and clarity and incorporating 
stylistic devices appropriately and effectively.  The course is intended to prepare students for 
the compulsory Grade 12 university or college preparation course. 

Prerequisite:  ENG2D 
 
ENG3C – ENGLISH – Grade 11 (College Preparation) 

This course emphasizes the development of literacy, communication, and critical and creative 
thinking skills necessary for success in academic and daily life.  Students will study the content, 
form, and style of a variety of informational and graphic texts, as well as literary texts from 
Canada and other countries, and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms for 
practical and academic purposes.  An important focus will be on using language with precision 
and clarity.  The course is intended to prepare students for the compulsory Grade 12 college 
preparation course. 

Prerequisite:  ENG2P 
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ENG3E – ENGLISH – Grade 11 (Workplace Preparation) 

This course emphasized the development of literacy, communication, and critical and creative 
thinking skills necessary for success in the workplace and in daily life.  Students will study the 
content, form, and style of a variety of contemporary information, graphic, and literary texts; 
and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms for practical purposes.  An 
important focus will be on using language clearly and accurately in a variety of formal and 
informal contexts.  The course is intended to prepare students for the compulsory Grade 12 
workplace preparation course. 

Prerequisite:  ENG2L, ENG2P 
 
ENG4U - ENGLISH - Grade 12 (University Preparation) 

This course emphasizes the consolidation of the literacy, communication, and critical and 
creative thinking skills necessary for success in academic and daily life.  Students will analyse a 
range of challenging literary texts from various periods, countries, and cultures; interpret and 
evaluate informational and graphic texts; and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety 
of forms.  An important focus will be on using academic language coherently and confidently, 
selecting the reading strategies best suited to particular texts and particular purposes for 
reading, and developing greater control in writing.  The course is intended to prepare students 
for university, college, or the workplace. 

Prerequisite:  ENG3U 
 
ENG4C - ENGLISH - Grade 12 (College Preparation) 

This course emphasizes the consolidation of literacy, communication, and critical and creative 
thinking skills necessary for success in academic and daily life.  Students will analyse a variety 
of informational and graphic texts, as well as literary texts from various countries and cultures, 
and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms for practical and academic 
purposes.  An important focus will be on using language with precision and clarity and 
developing greater control in writing.  The course is intended to prepare students for college or 
the workplace. 

Prerequisite:  ENG3C 
 
ENG4E - ENGLISH - Grade 12 (Workplace Preparation) 

This course emphasizes the consolidation of literacy, communication, and critical and creative 
thinking skills necessary for success in the workplace and in daily life.  Students will analyse 
informational, graphic, and literary texts and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety 
of forms for workplace-related and practical purposes.  An important focus will be on using 
language accurately and organizing ideas and information coherently.  The course is intended 
to prepare students for the workplace and active citizenship. 

Prerequisite:  ENG3E 
 
OLC4O – ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL LITERACY COURSE –  
Grade 12 (Open) 

This course is designed to help students acquire and demonstrate the cross-curricular literacy 
skills that are evaluated by the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test.  Students who 
complete the course successfully will meet the provincial literacy requirement for graduation.  
Students will read a variety of informational, narrative, and graphic texts and will produce a 
variety of forms of writing, including summaries, information paragraphs, opinion pieces, and 
news reports.  Students will also maintain and manage a literacy portfolio containing a record 
of their reading experiences and samples of their writing. 
 
The credit earned for successful completion of this course may be used to meet either the 
Grade 12 English compulsory credit requirement or the Group 1 additional compulsory credit 
requirement, or may be used as an elective credit. 

Prerequisite:  Students who have been eligible to write the Ontario Secondary School Literacy 
Test and have been unsuccessful, are eligible to take this course. 
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ETS4U - STUDIES IN LITERATURE - Grade 12 (University Preparation) 

This course is for students with a special interest in literature and literary criticism.  The course 
may focus on themes, genres, time periods, or countries.  Students will analyze a range of 
forms and stylistic elements of literary texts and respond personally, critically, and creatively to 
them.  They will also assess critical interpretations, write analytical essays, and complete an 
independent study project. 

Prerequisite:  ENG3U 
 
ETS4U- AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION – Grade 12  
(University Preparation)   

An AP English Literature and Composition course engages students in the careful reading and 
critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through the close reading of selected texts, students 
deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and 
pleasure for their readers. As they read, students consider a work’s structure, style, and 
themes as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, 
symbolism, and tone. 
 
The course includes intensive study of representative works from various genres and periods, 
concentrating on works of recognized literary merit such as those by the authors. The pieces 
chosen invite and reward rereading and do not, like ephemeral works in such popular genres as 
detective or romance fiction, yield all (or nearly all) of their pleasures of thought and feeling 
the first time through. The AP English Literature Development Committee agrees with Henry 
David Thoreau that it is wisest to read the best books first; the committee also believes that 
such reading should be accompanied by thoughtful discussion and writing about those books in 
the company of one’s fellow students. 

Prerequisite:  ENG3U 
 
ETS4C - STUDIES IN LITERATURE - Grade 12 (College Preparation) 

This course is for students with a special interest in literature.  The course may focus on 
themes, genres, time periods, or countries.  Students will study a variety of forms and stylistic 
elements of literary texts and respond personally, critically, and creatively to them.  They will 
also investigate critical interpretations and complete an independent study project. 

Prerequisite:  ENG3C 
 
EWC4U – THE WRITER’S CRAFT – Grade 12 (University Preparation) 

This course emphasizes knowledge and skills related to the craft of writing.  Students will 
analyse models of effective writing; use a workshop approach to produce a range of works; 
identify and use techniques required for specialized forms of writing; and identify effective ways 
to improve the quality of their writing.  They will also complete a major paper as part of a 
creative or analytical independent study project and investigate opportunities for publication 
and for writing careers. 

Prerequisite:  ENG3U 
 
EWC4C – THE WRITER’S CRAFT – Grade 12 (College Preparation) 

This course emphasizes knowledge and skills related to the craft of writing.  Students will 
investigate models of effective writing; use a workshop approach to write a variety of works; 
and make considered decisions for improving the quality of their writing.  They will also 
complete a creative or analytical independent study project and investigate opportunities for 
publication and for writing careers. 

Prerequisite:  ENG3C 
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Français / French 
 
 

 

 
FSF1D - CORE FRENCH - Grade 9 (Academic) 

This course emphasizes the further development of oral communication, reading, and writing 
skills.  Students will build on and apply their knowledge of French while exploring a variety of 
themes, such as relationships, trends, and careers.  Thematic readings, which include a 
selection of short stories, articles, and poems, will serve as stepping stones to oral and written 
activities. 
 
FSF1P - CORE FRENCH - Grade 9 (Applied) 

This course emphasizes the further development of oral communication skills, using the theme 
of media; the development of oral communication skills will be integrated with the development 
of reading and writing skills.  Students will expand their ability to understand and speak French 
through conversations, discussions, and presentations.  They will also read media-related short 
stories, articles, poems, and songs and write brief descriptions, letters, dialogues, and 
invitations. 
 
FIF1D - FRENCH IMMERSION - Grade 9 (Academic) 

This course enables students to expand their language knowledge and skills through the study 
of twentieth-century North America Francophone literature and culture.  Students will 
participate in oral communication, reading, and writing activities as they study a novel and 
selected poems, legends, songs, films, and newspaper articles from the French-speaking world 
in North America. 
 
FIF2D – FRENCH IMMERSION – Grade 10 (Academic) 

This course enables students to increase their knowledge of the French language and to further 
develop their language skills through the study of twentieth-century European francophone 
literature and culture.  Students will participate in oral communication, reading, and writing 
activities based on a variety of French literary and media works.  They will study at least one 
novel and a selection of poems, short stories, films, plays, and newspaper and magazine 
articles. 

Prerequisite:  FIF1D 
 
FIF3U:  FRENCH IMMERSION – Grade 11 (University Preparation) 

This course develops knowledge and language skills through the study of francophone literature 
and culture from around the world.  Students will study novels, plays, poems, short stories, 
films, and non-fiction works and produce written assignments in a variety of forms, including 
critiques and précis.  They will also write a formal research essay.  The use of correct grammar 
and appropriate language conventions in both spoken and written French will be emphasized 
throughout the course. 

Prerequisite:  FIF2D   
 
FIF4U – FRENCH IMMERSION – Grade 12 (University Preparation) 

This course provides for extensive study of French literature and culture from the Middle Ages 
to the present.  Students will study novels, plays, poems, films, and non-fiction works produced 
in various historical periods, and will write a formal research paper.  The use of correct 
grammar and appropriate language conventions in both spoken and written French will be 
emphasized throughout the course. 
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Guidance and Career Education 
 
 

 

 
GLS1O – LEARNING STRATEGIES – Grade 9 (Open) 

This course focuses on learning strategies to help students become better, more independent 
learners.  Students will learn how to develop and apply literacy and numeracy skills, personal 
management skills, and interpersonal and teamwork skills to improve their learning and 
achievement in school, the workplace, and the community.  The course helps students build 
confidence and motivation to pursue opportunities for success in secondary school and beyond. 

Prerequisite:  None 
 
GLC2O/GLC2OF – CAREER STUDIES – Grade 10 (Open) - .5 credit 

This course teaches students how to develop and achieve personal goals for future learning, 
work, and community involvement.  Students will assess their interests, skills, and 
characteristics and investigate current economic and workplace trends, work opportunities, and 
ways to search for work.  The course explores postsecondary learning and career options, 
prepares students for managing work and life transitions, and helps students focus on their 
goals through the development of a career plan. 
 
GLD2O – DISCOVERING THE WORKPLACE – Grade 10 (Open) 

This course provides students with opportunities to discover and develop the workplace 
essential skills and work habits required to be successfully employed, and helps students make 
plans for continued learning and work.  Students will develop an understanding of work through 
practical hands-on experiences in the school and in the community, using real workplace 
materials.  Students will investigate occupations of interest through experiential learning 
opportunities, such as worksite visits, job shadowing, work experience, simulations, and 
entrepreneurial projects. 
 
GLN4O – NAVIGATING THE WORKPLACE – Grade 12 (Open) 

This course provides students with opportunities to develop the workplace skills and work 
habits required for success in all types of workplaces.  Students will explore occupations and 
careers of interest through participation in real workplace experiences.  They will make plans 
for continued learning and work, work with others to design learning experiences, and 
investigate the resources and support required to make a smooth transition to their 
postsecondary destination. 
 
GPP3O – LEADERSHIP AND PEER SUPPORT – Grade 11 (Open) 

This course prepares students to act in leadership and peer support roles.  They will design and 
implement a plan for contributing to their school and/or community; develop skills in 
communication, interpersonal relations, teamwork, and conflict management; and apply those 
skills in leadership and/or peer support roles – for example, as a student council member or a 
peer tutor.  Students will examine group dynamics and learn the value of diversity within 
groups and communities. 

Prerequisite:  GLC2O 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 45 

 

Health and Physical Education 
 
 

 

 
PAD10 – OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES (COED) – Grade 9 (Open) 

This course focuses on the development of a healthy lifestyle and participation in a variety of 
outdoor activities.  Theoretical and practical aspects of activities will be based on adventure, 
recreational, competitive and survival themes.  Complex movement skills and personal physical 
competencies will be developed through sport, activities, fitness training and excursions.  
Students will also have opportunities to develop skills and acquire knowledge in the areas of 
goal-setting, problem-solving, decision-making, group dynamics. risk management, first aid 
and injury prevention, applicable technologies, nutrition, career opportunities, leadership, 
planning and organizing. 
 
PPL1O - HEALTHY ACTIVE LIVING EDUCATION (COED) – Grade 9 (Open) 

This course emphasizes students' daily participation in a variety of enjoyable physical activities 
that promote lifelong healthy active living.  Students will learn movement techniques and 
principles, ways to improve personal fitness and physical competence, and safety/injury-
prevention strategies.  They will investigate issues related to healthy sexuality and the use and 
abuse of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs and will participate in activities designed to develop 
goal-setting, communication, and social skills. 
 
PPL2O – HEALTHY ACTIVE LIVING EDUCATION – Grade 10 (Open) 

This course emphasizes regular participation in a variety of enjoyable physical activities that 
promote lifelong healthy active living.  Student learning will include the application of 
movement principles to refine skills; participation in a variety of activities that enhance 
personal competence, fitness, and health; examination of issues related to healthy sexuality, 
healthy eating, substance use and abuse; and the use of informed decision-making, conflict 
resolution, and social skills in making personal choices. 
 
PPL3O – HEALTHY ACTIVE LIVING EDUCATION – Grade 11 (Open) 

This course focuses on the development of a healthy lifestyle and participation in a variety of 
enjoyable physical activities that have the potential to engage students’ interest throughout 
their lives.  Students will be encouraged to develop personal competence in a variety of 
movement skills, and will be given opportunities to practise goal-setting, decision-making, 
coping, social, and interpersonal skills.  Students will also study the components of healthy 
relationships, reproductive health, mental health, and personal safety. 

PPZ3O – HEALTH FOR LIFE – Grade 11 (Open) 

This course helps students develop a personalized approach to healthy living. Students will 
examine the factors that affect their own health and the health of individuals as members of 
the community. They will learn about the components of the Vitality approach to healthy living 
– an initiative that promotes healthy eating, an active lifestyle, and a positive self-image. 
Throughout this course, students will develop the skills necessary to take charge of and 
improve their own health, as well as encourage others to lead healthy lives.  
 
PPL4O – HEALTHY ACTIVE LIVING EDUCATION – Grade 12 (Open) 

This course focuses on the development of a personalized approach to healthy active living 
through participation in a variety of sports and recreational activities that have the potential to 
engage students’ interest throughout their lives.  Students will develop and implement personal 
physical fitness plans.  In addition, they will be given opportunities to refine their decision-
making, conflict-resolution, and interpersonal skills, with a view to enhancing their mental 
health and their relationships with others. 
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PSE4U – EXERCISE SCIENCE – Grade 12 (University Preparation) 

This course focuses on the study of human movement and of systems, factors, and principles 
involved in human development.  Students will learn about the effects of physical activity on 
health and performance, the evolution of physical activity and sports, and the factors that 
influence an individual’s participation in physical activity.  The course prepares students for 
university programs in physical education, kinesiology, recreation, and sports administration. 

Prerequisite:  Any Grade 11 University or University/College Preparation Science, or PPL3O 
 
PLF4C – RECREATION AND FITNESS LEADERSHIP – Grade 12 (College Preparation) 

This course focuses on the development of leadership and coordination skills related to 
recreational activities.  Students will acquire the knowledge and skills required to plan, 
organize, and implement recreational events.  They will also learn how to promote the value of 
physical fitness, personal well-being, and personal safety to others through mentoring.  The 
course will prepare students for college programs in recreational, leisure, and fitness 
leadership. 

Prerequisite:  Any Grade 11 or 12 open course in health and physical education 
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Interdisciplinary Studies 
 
 

 

 
IDC4U – JOURNALISM, INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES – Grade 12 (University 
Preparation) 

This course addresses the multifaceted needs of the beginning journalism student by 
introducing journalism, layout and graphic design, marketing, advertising and photography 
phrases of yearbook production using Adobe Photoshop and In Design programs.  Classroom 
activities are closely related to the real world of interviewing, reporting, meeting deadlines, and 
producing a widely viewed publication.  Students learn to write interviews, news stories, polls, 
and feature articles.  Students also study the rules of copy editing, caption and headline 
writing.  It is recommended that students will have completed ENG3U. 
 
IDC4O – JOURNALISM, INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES – Grade 12 (University 

Preparation) 

In this course, students create informative print, media, and electronic products for school and 
community audiences.  Production of the school yearbook will be the focus of the course, but 
students will also publish in other diverse formats.  Students learn to write interviews, news 
stories, polls, and feature articles.  They will be introduced to editorial conventions and 
practices, and principles of desktop publishing.  Students will explore careers, legal and ethical 
uses of information, and the business aspects of creating a school yearbook.  They will also 
develop skills in the areas of desktop publishing and digital photography.  It is recommended 
that students will have completed one of the following English courses:  ENG3U or ENG3C. 
 
IDC4U – PEER-TUTORING 

This course combines the expectations for Interdisciplinary Studies Grade 12, University 
Preparation as well as all the expectations from the following three component courses: 
Organizational Studies: Organizational Behaviour and Human Resources (BOH4M) Grade 12, 
University/College Preparation; Individuals and Families in a Diverse Society (HHS4M) Grade 
12, University/College Preparation; Leadership and Peer Support (GPP3O) Grade 11, Open. 
 
This course will help students develop and consolidate the skills required for and knowledge of 
different subjects and disciplines to solve problems, make decisions, create personal meaning, 
and present findings beyond the scope of a single subject or discipline. Students will apply the 
principles and processes of inquiry and research to effectively use a range of print, electronic, 
and mass media resources; to analyse historical innovations and exemplary research; and to 
investigate real-life situations and career opportunities in interdisciplinary endeavours. They will 
also assess their own cognitive and affective strategies, apply general skills in both familiar and 
new contexts, create innovative products, and communicate new knowledge. 

Prerequisite: Any university, university/college, or college preparation course. 
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Mathematics 
 
 

 

 
MPM1D - PRINCIPLES OF MATHEMATICS - Grade 9 - (Academic) 

This course enables students to develop understanding of mathematical concepts related to 
algebra, analytical geometry, and measurement and geometry through investigation, the 
effective use of technology, and abstract reasoning.  Students will investigate relationships, 
which they will then generalize as equations of lines, and will determine the connections 
between different representations of a relationship. They will also explore relationships that 
emerge from the measurement of three-dimensional objects and two-dimensional shapes. 
Students will reason mathematically and communicate their thinking as they solve multistep 
problems. 
 
MFM1P - FOUNDATIONS OF MATHEMATICS - Grade 9 (Applied) 

This course enables students to develop understanding of mathematical concepts related to 
introductory algebra, proportional reasoning, and measurement and geometry through 
investigation, the effective use of technology, and hands-on activities.  Students will investigate 
real life examples to develop various representations of linear relationships, and will determine 
the connections between the representations. They will also explore certain relationships that 
emerge from the measurement of three-dimensional objects and two-dimensional shapes. 
Students will consolidate their mathematical skills as they solve problems and communicate 
their thinking. 
 
MAT1L – MATHEMATICS – Grade 9 (LDCC) 

This course emphasizes further development of mathematical knowledge and skills to prepare 
students for success in their everyday lives, in the workplace, in the Grade 10 LDCC course, 
and in the Mathematics Grade 11 and Grade 12 Workplace Preparation courses. 
 
The course is organized by three strands related to money sense, measurement, and 
proportional reasoning.  In all strands, the focus is on developing and consolidating key 
foundational mathematical concepts and skills by solving authentic, everyday problems. 
 
Students have opportunities to further develop their mathematical literacy and problem-solving 
skills and to continue developing their skills in reading, writing, and oral language through 
relevant and practical math activities. 

Note:  This course cannot be used as a college or university Mathematics 

requirement. 
 
MPM2D – PRINCIPLES OF MATHEMATICS – Grade 10 (Academic) 

This course enables students to broaden their understanding of relationships and extend their 
problem-solving and algebraic skills through investigation, the effective use of technology, and 
abstract reasoning.  Students will explore quadratic relationships and their applications; solve 
and apply linear systems; verify properties of geometric figures using analytical geometry; and 
investigate the trigonometry of right and acute triangles. Students will reason mathematically 
as they solve multistep problems and communicate their thinking. 

Prerequisite:  MPM1D 
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MFM2P – FOUNDATIONS OF MATHEMATICS – Grade 10 (Applied) 

This course enables students to consolidate their understanding of relationships and extend 
their problem-solving and algebraic skills through investigation, the effective use of technology, 
and hands-on activities. Students will develop and graph equations in analytic geometry; solve 
and apply linear systems, using real-life examples; and explore and interpret graphs of 
quadratic relationships. Students will investigate similar triangles, the trigonometry of right-
angles triangles, and the measurement of three-dimensional objects. Students will consolidate 
their mathematical skills as they solve problems and communicate their thinking. 

Prerequisite:  MFM1P 
 

MAT2L – MATHEMATICS – Grade 10 (LDCC) 

This course emphasizes the extension of mathematical knowledge and skills to prepare 
students for success in their everyday lives, in the workplace, and in the Grade 11 and Grade 
12 Mathematics Workplace Preparation courses. 
 
The course is organized by three major strands:  money sense, measurement, and proportional 
reasoning.  In all strands, the focus in on strengthening and extending key foundational 
mathematical concepts and skills by solving authentic, everyday problems. 
 
Students have opportunities to extend their mathematical literacy and problem-solving skills 
and to continue developing their skills in reading, writing, and oral language through relevant 
and practical math activities. 

Prerequisite:  MAT1L, MFM1P, or MPM1D 

Note:  This course cannot be used as a college or university Mathematics 

requirement. 
 
MCR3U – FUNCTIONS – Grade 11 (University Preparation) 

This course introduces the mathematical concept of the function by extending students’ 
experiences with linear and quadratic relations.  Students will investigate properties of discrete 
and continuous functions, including trigonometric and exponential functions; represent 
functions numerically, algebraically, and graphically; solve problems involving applications of 
functions; and develop facility in simplifying polynomial and rational expressions.  Students will 
reason mathematically and communicate their thinking as they solve multi-step problems. 

Prerequisite:  MPM2D 
 
MCF3M – FUNCTIONS AND APPLICATIONS – Grade 11 (University/College 
Preparation) 

This course introduces basic features of the function by extending students’ experiences with 
quadratic relations.  It focuses on quadratic, trigonometric, and exponential functions and their 
use in modeling real world situations.  Students will represent functions numerically, 
graphically, and algebraically; simplify expressions; solve equations; and solve problems 
relating to financial and trigonometric applications.  Students will reason mathematically and 
communicate their thinking as they solve multi-step problems. 

Prerequisite:  MPM2D or MFM2P 
 
MBF3C – FOUNDATIONS FOR COLLEGE MATHEMATICS – Grade 11 (College 
Preparation) 

This course enables students to broaden their understanding of mathematics as a problem-
solving took in the real world.  Students will extend their understanding of quadratic relations, 
as well as of measurement and geometry; investigate situations involving exponential growth; 
solve problems involving compound interest; solve financial problems connected with vehicle 
ownership; and develop their ability to reason by collecting, analysing, and evaluating data 
involving one and two variables.  Students will consolidate their mathematical skills as they 
solve problems and communicate their thinking. 

Prerequisite:  MFM2P 
 



 50 

 
MEL3E – MATHEMATICS FOR WORK AND EVERYDAY LIFE – Grade 11 (Workplace 
Preparation) 

This course enables students to broaden their understanding of mathematics as it is applied in 
the workplace and daily life.  Students will solve problems associated with earning money, 
paying taxes, and making purchases; apply calculations of simple and compound interest in 
saving, investing, and borrowing; and calculate the costs of transportation and travel in a 
variety of situations.  Students will consolidate their mathematical skills as they solve problems 
and communicate their thinking. 

Prerequisite:  MPM1D, MFM1P or MAT2L 
 
MCV4U – CALCULUS AND VECTORS – Grade 12 (University Preparation) 

This course builds on students’ previous experience with functions and their developing 
understanding of rates of change.  Students will solve problems involving geometric and 
algebraic representations of vectors, and representations of lines and planes in three-
dimensional space; broaden their understanding of rates of change to include the derivatives of 
polynomial, rational, exponential, and sinusoidal functions; and apply these concepts and skills 
to the modeling of real-world relationships.  Students will also refine their use of the 
mathematical processes necessary for success in senior mathematics.  This course is intended 
for students who plan to study mathematics in university and who may choose to pursue 
careers in fields such as physics and engineering. 

Prerequisite:  MHF4U 
 
MDM4U – MATHEMATICS OF DATA MANAGEMENT – Grade 12 (University Preparation) 

This course broadens students’ understanding of mathematics as it relates to managing data.  
Students will apply methods for organizing large amounts of information; solve problems 
involving probability and statistics; and carry out a culminating project that integrates 
statistical concepts and skills.  Students will also refine their use of the mathematical processes 
necessary for success in senior mathematics. Students planning to enter university programs in 
business, the social sciences, and the humanities will find this course of particular interest. 

Prerequisite:  MCF3M or MCR3U 
 
MHF4U – ADVANCED FUNCTIONS – Grade 12 (University Preparation) 

This course extends students’ experience with functions.  Students will investigate the 
properties of polynomial, rational, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions; broaden their 
understanding of rates of change; and develop facility in applying these concepts and skills.  
Students will also refine their use of the mathematical processes necessary for success in 
senior mathematics.  This course is intended both for students who plan to study mathematics 
in university and for those wishing to consolidate their understanding of mathematics before 
proceeding to any one of a variety of university programs. 

Prerequisite:  MCR3U or MCT4C 
 
MAP4C – FOUNDATIONS FOR COLLEGE MATHEMATICS - Grade 12 
(College Preparation) 

This course enables students to broaden their understanding of real-world applications of 
mathematics.  Students will analyse data using statistical methods; solve problems involving 
applications of geometry and trigonometry; simplify expressions; and solve equations.  
Students will reason mathematically and communicate their thinking as they solve multi-step 
problems.  This course prepares students for college programs in areas such as business, 
health sciences, and human services, and for certain skilled trades. 

Prerequisite:  MBF3C 
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MCT4C - MATHEMATICS FOR COLLEGE TECHNOLOGY - Grade 12 
(College Preparation) 

This course enables students to extend their knowledge of functions.  Students will investigate 
and apply properties of polynomial, exponential, and trigonometric functions; continue to 
represent functions numerically, graphically, and algebraically; develop facility in simplifying 
expressions and solving equations; and solve problems that address applications of algebra, 
trigonometry, vectors, and geometry.  Students will reason mathematically and communicate 
their thinking as they solve multi-step problems.  This course prepares students for a variety of 
college technology programs. 

Prerequisite:  MCF3M 
 
MEL4E - MATHEMATICS FOR WORK AND EVERYDAY LIFE - Grade 12  
(Workplace Preparation) 

This course enables students to broaden their understanding of mathematics as it is applied in 
the workplace and daily life.  Students will investigate questions involving the use of statistics; 
apply the concept of probability to solve problems involving familiar situations; investigate 
accommodation costs and create household budgets; use proportional reasoning; estimate and 
measure; and apply geometric concepts to create designs.  Students will consolidate their 
mathematical skills as they solve problems and communicate their thinking. 

Prerequisite:  MEL3E 
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Native Languages 
 
 

 

 
LNOAO – NATIVE LANGUAGES, LEVEL 1 (Open) (NL1) 

This course is open to the entire student body and will allow students who have no prior Native 
language experience to develop an appreciation for a Native language and culture, to explore 
and experience a unique world view, and to learn to speak a Native language.  Students will 
use the language being studied for greetings and daily routines, become familiar with its writing 
and sound system, and practise basic vocabulary and phrases.  Students will also use 
information technology during course-related activities. 
 
This Native Language course can replace the compulsory French credit course. 
 
LNOBO – NATIVE LANGUAGES, LEVEL 2 (Open) (NL2) 

This course will enable students to experience the unique respect for life that permeates Native 
languages and cultures.  Students will expand their vocabulary and knowledge of phrases and 
expressions, using them in simple dialogues, narrative writing, grammatical constructions, and 
reading, and to exchange information electronically.  This course is open to any student who 
has successfully completed at least four years of elementary Native language study, has 
successfully completed NL1, or demonstrates the required proficiency. 

Prerequisite:  LNOAO 
 
LNOCO – NATIVE LANGUAGES, LEVEL 3 (Open) (NL3) 

This course will provide students an opportunity to expand their knowledge of a Native 
language and of Native philosophy, spirituality, and values, and to enhance their identity and 
self-worth.  Students will communicate by using a variety of phrases and expressions, create 
short conversations, skits, stories, and narratives, use information technology, and develop an 
awareness of the structural and functional workings of a Native language.  This course is open 
to students who have successfully completed NL2 or who can demonstrate the required 
proficiency. 

Prerequisite:  LNOBO 
 
LNODO - NATIVE LANGUAGES, LEVEL 4 (Open) 

This course will provide students with opportunities to further develop their knowledge of a 
Native language and of Native philosophy, spirituality, and values, and to enhance their sense 
of identity and self-worth.  Students will increase their vocabulary and their facility in using 
idioms, and will use the Native language to analyze literature, discuss various issues that affect 
the local community, and exchange information electronically. 

Prerequisite:  LNACO - LNOCO 
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Native Studies 
 
 

 

 
NAC1O – EXPRESSING ABORIGINAL CULTURES – Grade 9 (Open) 

This course examines Aboriginal cultures in Canada through an exploration of art forms – 
painting, sculpture, storytelling, dance, and music – created by Aboriginal artists.  Students will 
learn to identify Aboriginal art forms and describe relationships between the art forms and 
Aboriginal traditions, philosophy, and culture.  Students will also create their own art forms to 
express their understanding of Aboriginal identity, relationships, and sovereignty. 
 
This Native Studies course can be used to meet the compulsory credit requirement for the Arts. 
 
NAC2O – ABORIGINAL PEOPLES IN CANADA – Grade 10 (Open) 

This course emphasizes historical and contemporary issues that affect the relationship between 
Aboriginal peoples and Canadian governments.  Students will examine legal, political, social, 
and economic issues; key aspects of the Indian Act and its revisions that have an impact on the 
daily lives of Aboriginal persons; the different types of relationships that Aboriginal peoples 
have established with other nations throughout history; and the methodology of historical 
inquiry. 
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Science 
 
 

 

 
SNC1D - SCIENCE - Grade 9 (Academic) 

This course enables students to develop their understanding of basic concepts in biology, 
chemistry, earth and space science, and physics, and to relate science to technology, society, 
and the environment. Throughout the course, students will develop their skills in the processes 
of scientific investigation. Students will acquire an understanding of scientific theories and 
conduct investigations related to sustainable ecosystems; atomic and molecular structures and 
the properties of elements and compounds; the study of the universe and its properties and 
components; and the principles of electricity.  
 
SNC1P - SCIENCE - Grade 9 (Applied) 

This course enables students to develop their understanding of basic concepts in biology, 
chemistry, earth and space science, and physics, and to apply their knowledge of science to 
everyday situations. They are also given opportunities to develop practical skills related to 
scientific investigation. Students will plan and conduct investigations into practical problems 
and issues related to the impact of human activity on ecosystems; the structure and properties 
of elements and compounds; space exploration and the components of the universe; and static 
and current electricity.   
 
SNC1L – SCIENCE – Grade 9 (LDCC) 

This course emphasizes reinforcing and strengthening science-related knowledge and skills, 
including scientific inquiry, critical thinking and the relationship between science, society, and 
the environment, to prepare students for success in the Grade 11 Science Workplace 
Preparation course.  Students explore a range of topics including science in daily life, properties 
of common materials, life-sustaining processes in simple and complex organisms, and electrical 
circuits.  Students have the opportunity to extend mathematical and scientific process skills and 
to continue developing their skills in reading, writing, and oral language through relevant and 
practical science activities. 

Note:  This course cannot be used as a college or university Science 

requirement. 
 
SNC2D – SCIENCE – Grade 10 (Academic) 

This course enables students to enhance their understanding of concepts in biology, chemistry, 
earth and space science, and physics, and of the inter-relationships between science, 
technology, society, and the environment. Students are also given opportunities to further 
develop their scientific investigation skills. Students will plan and conduct investigations and 
develop their understanding of scientific theories related to the connections between cells and 
systems in animals and plants; chemical reactions, with a particular focus on acid-base 
reactions; forces that affect climate and climate change; and the interaction of light and 
matter. 

Prerequisite:  SNC1D 
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SNC2P – SCIENCE – Grade 10 (Applied) 

This course enables students to develop a deeper understanding of concepts in biology, 
chemistry, earth and space science, and physics, and to apply their knowledge of science in 
real-world situations. Students are given opportunities to develop further practical skills in 
scientific investigation. Students will plan and conduct investigations into everyday problems 
and issues related to human cells and body systems; chemical reactions; factors affecting 
climate change; and the interaction of light and matter. 

Prerequisite:  SNC1P 
 
SBI3U – BIOLOGY – Grade 11 (University Preparation) 

This course furthers students’ understanding of the processes involved in biological systems.  
Students will study cellular functions, genetic continuity, internal systems and regulation, the 
diversity of living things, and the anatomy, growth, and functions of plants.  The course focuses 
on the theoretical aspects of the topics under study, and helps students refine skills related to 
scientific investigation. 

Prerequisite:  SNC2D 
 
SBI3C – BIOLOGY – Grade 11 (College Preparation) 

This course focuses on the processes involved in biological systems.  Students will learn 
concepts and theories as they conduct investigations in the areas of cellular biology, 
microbiology, animal anatomy and physiology, plant structure and physiology, and 
environmental science.  Emphasis will be placed on the practical application of concepts and 
skills needed for further study in the various branches of life sciences and related fields. 

Prerequisite:  SNC2D or SNC2P 
 
SBI4U - BIOLOGY - Grade 12 (University Preparation) 

This course provides students with the opportunity for in-depth study of the concepts and 
processes associated with biological systems.  Students will study theory and conduct 
investigations in the areas of metabolic processes, molecular genetics, homeostasis, evolution, 
and population dynamics.  Emphasis will be placed on achievement of the detailed knowledge 
and refined skills needed for further study in the various branches of life sciences and related 
fields. 

Prerequisite:  SBI3U 
  
SBI4U - AP 

This course is designed to be the equivalent of a university introductory biology course usually 
taken by biology majors during their first year.  It aims to provide students with the conceptual 
framework, factual knowledge, and analytical skills necessary to deal critically with the rapidly 
changing science of biology.  The two main goals of AP Biology are to help students develop a 
conceptual framework for modern biology and to help students gain an appreciation of science 
as a process.  

AP Courses:  AP courses are designed for students with a strong interest in continuing into 
post-secondary education.  They are designed to offer students topics covered in introductory 
first-year university courses, as well as exposing them to the academic rigours they will 
encounter.  Students accepting the challenge of AP will be required to actively participate and 
will need daily commitment to reading. 
Students who successfully complete the AP exam set by the College Board in May (a 3 or better 
out of 5) can gain the equivalent course credit for most universities in Canada and the U.S. 
while still in high school.   At the very least, students will gain experience with university level 
demands and develop skills that will lead to success in the post-secondary environment. 
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SCH3U – CHEMISTRY – Grade 11 (University Preparation) 

This course focuses on the concepts and theories that form the basis of modern chemistry.  
Students will study the behaviours of solids, liquids, gases, and solutions; investigate changes 
and relationships in chemical systems; and explore how chemistry is used in developing new 
products and processes that affect our lives and our environment.  Emphasis will also be placed 
on the importance of chemistry in other branches of science. 

Prerequisite:  SNC2D 
 
SCH4U - CHEMISTRY - Grade 12 (University Preparation) 

This course enables students to deepen their understanding of chemistry through the study of 
organic chemistry, energy changes and rates of reaction, chemical equilibrium, atomic and 
molecular structure, and electrochemistry.  Students will further develop problem-solving and 
laboratory skills as they investigate chemical processes, at the same time refining their ability 
to communicate scientific information.  Emphasis will be placed on the importance of chemistry 
in daily life, and on evaluating the impact of chemical technology on the environment. 

Prerequisite:  SCH3U 
 
SCH4C - CHEMISTRY - Grade 12 (College Preparation) 

This course introduces students to the concepts that form the basis of modern chemistry.  
Students will study qualitative analysis, quantitative relationships in chemical reactions, organic 
chemistry and electrochemistry, and chemistry as it relates to the quality of the environment.  
Students will employ a variety of laboratory techniques, develop skills of data collection and 
scientific analysis, and communicate scientific information using appropriate terminology.  
Emphasis will be placed on the role of chemistry in daily life and in the development of new 
technologies and products. 

Prerequisite:  SNC2P or SNC2D 
 
SPH3U – PHYSICS – Grade 11 (University Preparation) 

This course develops students’ understanding of the basic concepts of physics.  Students will 
explore kinematics, with an emphasis on linear motion; different kinds of forces; energy 
transformations; the properties of mechanical waves and sound; and electricity and 
magnetism.  They will enhance their scientific investigation skills as they test laws of physics.  
In addition, they will analyse the interrelationships between physics and technology, and 
consider the impact of technological applications of physics on society and the environment. 

Prerequisite:  SNC2D 
 
SPH4U - PHYSICS - Grade 12 (University Preparation) 

This course enables students to deepen their understanding of the concepts and theories.  
Students will continue their exploration of energy transformations and the forces that affect 
motion, and will investigate electrical, gravitational, and magnetic fields and electromagnetic 
radiation.  Students will also explore the wave nature of light, quantum mechanics, and special 
relativity.  They will further develop their scientific investigation skills, learning, for example, 
how to analyse, quantitatively, data relating to a variety of physics concepts and principles.  
Students will also consider the impact of technological applications of physics on society and 
the environment. 

Prerequisite:  SPH3U 
 
SPH4C - PHYSICS - Grade 12 (College Preparation) 

This course develops students’ understanding of the basic concepts of physics.  Students will 
explore these concepts with respect to motion; mechanical, electrical, electromagnetic, energy 
transformation, hydraulic, and pneumatic systems; and the operation of commonly used tools 
and machines.  They will develop their scientific investigation skills as they test laws of physics 
and solve both assigned problems and those emerging form their investigations.  Students will 
also consider the impact of technological applications of physics on society and the 
environment. 

Prerequisite:  SNC2D or SNC2P 
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SVN3E – Environmental Science – Grade 11 (Workplace Preparation) 

This course provides students with the fundamental knowledge of and skills relating to 
environmental science that will help them succeed in work and life after secondary school.  
Students will explore a range of topics, including the impact of human activities on the 
environment; human health and the environment; energy conservation; resource science and 
management; and safety and environmental responsibility in the workplace. Emphasis is placed 
on relevant, practical applications and current topics in environmental science, with attention to 
the refinement of students’ literacy and mathematical literacy skills, as well as the development 
of their scientific and environmental literacy. 

Prerequisite:  Science, Grade 9, Academic or Applied, or a Grade 9 or 10 locally developed 
compulsory credit (LDCC) course in science. 

Note:  This course cannot be used as a college or university Science requirement. 
 
SVN3M – Environmental Science, Grade 11 (University/College Preparation) 

This course provides students with the fundamental knowledge of and skills relating to 
environmental science that will help them succeed in life after secondary school.  Students will 
explore a range of topics, including the role of science in addressing contemporary 
environmental challenges; the impact of the environment on human health; sustainable 
agriculture and forestry; the reduction and management of waste; and the conversation of 
energy.  Students will increase their scientific and environmental literacy and examine the 
interrelationships between science, the environment, and society in a variety of areas. 

Prerequisite:  SNC2D or SNC2P 
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Social Sciences and Humanities 
 
 

 
FAMILY STUDIES 

 
HPC3O – PARENTING – Grade 11 (Open) 

This course focuses on the skills and knowledge needed to promote the positive and healthy 
nurturing of children, with particular emphasis on the critical importance of the early years to 
human development.  Students will learn how to meet the developmental needs of young 
children, communicate and discipline effectively, and guide early behaviour.  They will have 
practical experiences with infants, toddlers, and preschoolers, and will learn skills in 
researching and investigating questions relating to parenting. 
 
HSP3M – INTRODUCTION TO ANTHROPOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, AND SOCIOLOGY – 
Grade 11 (University/College Preparation) 

This course introduces the theories, questions and issues that are the major concerns of 
anthropology, psychology and sociology.  Students will develop an understanding of the way 
social scientists approach the topics they study and the research methods they employ.  
Students will be given opportunities to explore theories from a variety of perspectives and to 
become familiar with current thinking on a range of issues that have captured the interest of 
classical and contemporary social scientists in the three disciplines. 

 
HHS4M – INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES IN A DIVERSE SOCIETY-  
Grade 12 (University/College Preparation) 

This course applies current theories and research from the disciplines of anthropology, 
psychology, and sociology to the study of human development, family behaviour, intimate and 
parent-child relationships, and the ways which families interact within the diverse Canadian 
society. Students will learn the interpersonal skills required to conduct and evaluate research 
about individuals and families. 

Prerequisite: Any university, university/college, or college preparation course in social sciences 
and humanities, English, or Canadian and world studies. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
HRE1O / HRE1OF - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - Grade 9 (Open) 

This course uses the Beatitudes as a framework to examine the attitudes and actions that 
characterize the Christian life.  Students will derive knowledge and skills from a study of 
Scripture, Profession of Faith, Christian Moral Development, Prayer, Sacramental Life, and 
Family Life.  Students are encouraged to grow in Gospel values while actively engaging in a 
variety of challenging educational activities. 
 
HRE2O / HRE2OF – RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: “CHRIST AND CULTURE” –  
Grade 10 (Open) 

This course examines the relationship between the person and message of Christ and the 
dominant attitudes of contemporary culture.  Beginning with the Gospel narratives as a 
foundation, students acquire a deeper and more systematic knowledge of Christ, his message 
and his Church.  Connections between the living Church and contemporary culture are explored  
in terms of what it means to be a responsible adolescent developing within a community of  
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disciples in the context of a secular, pluralistic world.  In the Family Life Education strand, 
students explore a variety of topics related to the themes of personhood, interpersonal 
relationships and sexuality. 
 
HRF3O – WORLD RELIGIONS:  BELIEFS AND DAILY LIFE – Grade 11 (Open) 

This course introduces students to the range and diversity of world religions, and examines how 
systems of belief affect individual lives and social relationships.  Students will learn about a 
variety of religious beliefs, teachings, traditions, and practices.  The course also helps students 
to develop skills used in researching and investigating topics related to world religions. 
 
HRT3M / HRT3MF – WORLD RELIGIONS:  BELIEFS, ISSUES, AND RELIGIOUS 
TRADITIONS – Grade 11 (University/College Preparation) 

This course enables students to discover what others believe and how they live, and to 
appreciate their own unique heritage.  Students will learn about the teachings and traditions of a 
variety of religions, the connections between religion and the development of civilizations, the 
place and function of religion in human experience, and the influence of a broad range of 
religions on contemporary society.  This course also introduces students to skills used in 
researching and investigating world religions. 
 
HRE4M – RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  CHURCH  AND CULTURE – Grade 12 
(University/College Preparation) 

This course is directed toward the clear identification of Catholic moral principles and the 
concrete application of these principles in the lives of students.  The course proceeds from 
foundation beliefs rooted in Sacred Scripture concerning justice and peace to an exploration of 
the principles that shape Christian life.  In the Family Life Education strand, students explore a 
variety of topics related to the themes of personhood, interpersonal relationships and sexuality.  
Special attention is given to the interaction between the Church and culture.  The modern world 
is characterized by a multiplicity of values, philosophies and ideologies.  In a democratic, 
pluralistic society, these concepts may creatively reinforce one another, or they may compete 
with and contradict one another.  The Christian moral life is a call to follow Jesus Christ, to 
believe in the redemptive love of God for humankind, and to proclaim as incarnate the reign of 
God as inaugurated by Jesus Christ.  This course is intended to prepare the senior student for 
this lifelong task. 

Prerequisite:  HRT3M or any Grade 11 or 12 University or University/College preparation course 
in Canadian and World Studies, English or Social Sciences and humanities. 
 

HRE4O – RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  CHURCH AND CULTURE –  
Grade 12 (Open) 

This course assists students in their development of the skills and knowledge necessary to live 
lives of full maturity.  Within the Catholic faith tradition, it is believed that this growth towards 
human maturity is best served when students are able to define themselves authentically in 
relation to their God, to other people and to their world.  In the Family Life Education strand, 
students explore a variety of topics related to the themes of personhood, interpersonal 
relationships, and sexuality.  Students will demonstrate a knowledge of the prophetic tradition in 
Scripture, become familiar with the social teachings of the Catholic Church, explore 
contemporary notions of spirituality and prayer, and recognize the importance, power and 
potential of the human person in relation to morality and personal choices concerning future life 
paths.   
 
HZT4U - PHILOSOPHY:  QUESTIONS AND THEORIES - Grade 12 

(University Preparation) 

This course addresses three (or more) of the main areas of philosophy:  metaphysics, logic, 
epistemology, ethics, social and political philosophy, and aesthetics.  Students will learn critical 
thinking skills, the main ideas expressed by philosophers from a variety of the world’s 
traditions, how to develop and explain their own philosophical ideas, and how to apply those 
ideas to contemporary social issues and personal experiences.  The course will also help 
students refine skills used in researching and investigating topics in philosophy. 

Prerequisite:  Any University or University/College Preparation course in Social Sciences and 
Humanities, English, or Canadian and World Studies. 
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Technological Education 
 
 

 
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY 

 
TGJ2O – COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY – Grade 10 (Open) 

This course introduces students to communications technology from a media perspective. 
Students will work in the areas of TV/video and movie production, radio and audio production, 
print and graphic communications, photography, and animation. Student projects may include 
computer-based activities such as creating videos, editing photos, working with audio, 
cartooning, developing animations, and designing web pages. Students will also develop an 
awareness of environmental and societal issues related to communications technology and 
explore secondary and postsecondary education and training pathways and career opportunities 
in the various communications technology fields. 
 
TGJ3M – COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY – Grade 11 (University/College 
Preparation) 

This course examines communications technology from a media perspective.  Students will 
develop knowledge and skills as they design and produce media projects in the areas of live, 
recorded, and graphic communications. These areas may include TV, video, and movie 
production; radio and audio production; print and graphic communication; photography; digital 
imaging; broadcast journalism; and interactive new media. Students will also develop an 
awareness of related environmental and societal issues and explore college and university 
programs and career opportunities in the various communications technology fields. 
 
TGJ4M - COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY - Grade 12 

(University/College Preparation) 

This course enables students to further develop media knowledge and skills while designing and 
producing projects in the areas of live, recorded, and graphic communications. Students may 
work in the areas of TV, video, and movie production; radio and audio production; print and 
graphic communications; photography; digital imaging; broadcast journalism; and interactive 
new media. Students will also expand their awareness of environmental; and societal issues 
related to communications technology and will investigate career opportunities and challenges 
in a rapidly changing technological environment.  

Prerequisite:  TGJ3M 

CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY 

 
TCJ2O – CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY – Grade 10 (Open) 

This course introduces students to building materials and processes through opportunities to 
design and build various construction projects. Students will learn to create and read working 
drawings; become familiar with common construction materials, components, and processes; 
and perform a variety of fabrication, assembly, and finishing operations. They will use a variety 
of hand and power tools and apply knowledge of imperial and metric systems of measurement, 
as appropriate. Students will develop an awareness of environmental and societal issues 
related to construction technology, and will explore secondary and postsecondary pathways 
leading to career in the industry. 
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TCJ3C – CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY – Grade 11 (College Preparation) 

This course focuses on the development of knowledge and skills related to residential 
construction. Students will gain hands on experience using a variety of construction materials, 
processes, tools, and equipment; learn about building design and planning construction 
projects; create and interpret working drawings and sections; and learn how the Ontario 
Building Code and other regulations and standards apply to construction projects. Students will 
also develop an awareness of environmental and societal issues related to construction 
technology, and explore career opportunities in the field. 
 
TCJ3E – CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY – Grade 11 (Workplace Preparation) 

This course enables students to develop technical knowledge and skills related to carpentry, 
masonry, electrical systems, heating and cooling, and plumbing for residential construction. 
Students will gain hands on experience using a variety of materials, processes, tools, and 
equipment to design, lay out, and build projects. They will create and read technical drawings, 
learn construction terminology, interpret building cods and regulations, and apply mathematical 
skills as they develop construction projects. Students will also develop an awareness of 
environmental and societal issues related to construction technology, and explore 
postsecondary and career opportunities in the field.  
 
TCJ4C TECHNOLOGY – Grade 12 (College Preparation) 

This course enables students to further develop knowledge and skills related to residential 
construction and to explore light and commercial construction. Students will gain hands on 
experience using a variety of Materials, processes, tools, and equipment and will learn more 
about building design and project planning. They will continue to create and interpret 
construction drawings and will extend their knowledge of construction terminology and of 
relevant building codes and regulations, as well as health and safety standards and practices. 
Students will focus on environmental and societal issues related to construction engineering 
technology, and explore career opportunities in the field. 

Prerequisite: TCJ3C  
 
TCJ4E – CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY – Grade 12 (Workplace Preparation) 

This course enables students to further develop technical knowledge and skills related to 
residential construction and to explore light commercial construction. Students will continue to 
gain hands on experience using a variety of materials, processes, tools, and equipment; create 
and interpret construction drawings and learn more about building design and project planning. 
They will expand their knowledge of terminology, codes and regulations, and health and safety 
standards related to residential and light commercials construction. Students will also expand 
their awareness of environmental and societal issues related to construction technology and 
explore entrepreneurship and career opportunities in the industry that may be pursued directly 
after graduation. 

Prerequisite: TCJ3E 
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HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM TECHNOLOGY 

 
TFJ2O – HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM  – Grade 10 (Open) 

This course provides students with opportunities to explore different areas of hospitality and 
tourism, as reflected in the various sectors of the tourism industry, with an emphasis on food 
service. Students will study culinary techniques of food handling and preparation, health and 
safety standards, the use of tools and equipment, the origins of foods, and event planning, and 
will learn about tourism attractions across Ontario. Students will develop awareness of related 
environmental and societal issues, and will explore secondary and post secondary pathways 
leading to careers in the tourism industry. 
 
TFJ3C – HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM  – Grade 11 (College Preparation) 

This course enables students to develop or expand knowledge and skills related to hospitality 
and tourism, as reflected in the various sectors of the tourism industry. Students will learn 
about preparing and presenting food, evaluating facilities, controlling inventory, and marketing 
and managing events and activities, and will investigate customer service principles and the 
cultural and economic forces that drive tourism trends. Students will develop an awareness of 
health and safety standards, environmental and societal issues, and career opportunities in the 
tourism industry. 
 
TFJ4C – HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM – Grade 12 (College Preparation) 

This course enables students to further develop knowledge and skills related to the various 
sectors of the tourism industry. Students will demonstrate advanced food preparation and 
presentation skills; increase health and wellness knowledge; develop tourism administration 
and management skills; design and implement a variety of events or activities; and investigate 
principles and procedures that contribute to high-quality customer service. Students will 
expand their awareness of health and safety issues, environmental and societal issues, and 
career opportunities in the tourism industry. 

Prerequisite: TFJ3C 

TECHNOLOGICAL DESIGN 

 
TDJ3M – TECHNOLOGICAL DESIGN – Grade 11 

This course examines how technological design is influenced by human, environmental, 
financial, and material requirements and resources.  Students will research, design, build, and 
assess solutions that meet specific human needs, using working drawings and other 
environmental, societal, and cultural issues related to technological design, and will explore 
career opportunities in the field, as well as the college and/or university program requirements 
for them. 

Prerequisite:  None 
 
TDJ4M – TECHNOLOGICAL DESIGN – Grade 11 

This course introduces students to the fundamentals of design advocacy and marketing, while 
building on their design skills and their knowledge of professional design practices.  Students 
will apply a systematic design process to research, design, build, and assess solutions that 
meet specific human needs, using illustrations, presentation drawings, and other 
communication methods to present their designs.  Students will enhance their problem-solving 
and communication skills, and explore career opportunities and the postsecondary education 
and training requirements for them. 

Prerequisite:  TDJ3M 
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Work Site Experiences 
 
 

 
CO-OPERATIVE EDUCATION 

 
Co-operative education provides an opportunity for students to investigate a possible career 
choice while developing skills and knowledge in the workplace.  The co-operative education 
program is comprised of a co-operative education course and its related curriculum course.  
While working at their placements, students will refine, expand, apply and practice 
curriculum expectations learned during the related course.  The co-operative education course 
may be taken concurrently with the related course or after successful completion of that 
course. 

ONTARIO YOUTH APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM 
 
The Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program (OYAP) is a specialized program that enables 
students who are 16 years of age or older to meet graduation requirements while participating 
in an occupation that requires apprenticeship.  An OYAP student is a student who is earning co-
operative education credits, gaining experience in an apprenticeable trade and, in some cases, 
is registered as an apprentice while meeting high school graduation requirements. 
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Ontario Catholic School 

Graduate Expectations 

 
 

 
 
 

VISION OF THE LEARNER 
 

THE GRADUATE OF AN ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL IS EXPECTED 
TO BE: 
 
1. A discerning believer formed in the Catholic Faith community who 
 celebrates the signs and sacred mystery of God’s presence through 
 word, sacrament, prayer, forgiveness, reflection and moral living. 
 
2. An effective communicator who speaks, writes and listens honestly 
 and sensitively, responding critically in light of gospel values. 
 
3. A reflective, creative and holistic thinker who solves problems 
 and makes responsible decisions with an informed moral conscience 
 for the common good. 
 
4. A self-directed, responsible, lifelong learner who develops and 
 demonstrates their God-given potential. 
 
5. A collaborative contributor who finds meaning, dignity and vocation 
 in work which respects the rights of all and contributes to the 
 common good. 
 
6. A caring family member who attends to family, school, parish, and 
 the wider community. 
 
7. A responsible citizen who gives witness to Catholic social teachings by 
 promoting peace, justice and the sacredness of human life. 
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